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A  trusted  name  in 
modern  medicine 

Evans  are  big,  with  a  range  of  1 500 
products,  an  output  of  1 500  million 
tablets  a  year  and  worldwide 
exports. 

Evans  are  long  established,  with 
experience  that  goes  back  to  the 
time  of  Waterloo. 
Evans  are  modern,  with  the  latest 
machinery  and  the  strictest 
methods  of  quality  control. 
Whenever  you  or  your  customers 
need  Standard  Drugs,  it's  as  well  to 
put  your  trust  in  such  safe  and 
experienced  hands. 

Evans 

Evans  Medical  Ltd.,  Speke, 
Liverpool  L24  9JD.  Tel  051-486  1881 
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Comment 


Tetbury 


"Tetbury,  Glos;  London  99  miles;  Cotswold  town  on 
R.  Avon,  with  old  houses,  Elizabethan  market  hall; 
Church,  mainly  rebuilt  1787," — the  gazetteer  hardly 
sets  the  scene  for  a  battle  between  the  pharmaceutical 
and  medical  professions  (p668).  Yet  here  pharmacy 
seems  ready  to  make  its  stand  against  the  dispensing 
doctor,  and  every  member  of  the  profession  must  feel 
sympathy  for  the  two  pharmacists  who  find  themselves 
acting  the  part  of  the  weaponry.  Whatever  the  outcome, 
they  risk  losing  something — from  the  goodwill  of  some 
customers,  patients  or  doctors,  to  their  very  livelihood. 

But  it  is  pharmacy's  fight — though  the  adversary  is 
the  Department  of  Health  and  its  Ministers,  rather  than 
two  country-town  doctors  bright  enough  to  take 
advantage  of  an  opportunity  afforded  them  by  the  NHS 
Regulations. 

Previous  Ministers  have  made  it  clear  that  they  wish 
the  dispute  to  be  solved  between  the  professions. 
That  has  been  tried  and  tried  again,  and  always  found 
wanting  because  only  one  side  could  see  any  advantage 
in  changing  the  status  quo.  The  only  solution  must  be  to 
bring  matters  to  a  head  by  making  it  plain  to  the  rural 
area  public  that  their  choice  is  between  a  dispensing 
chemist  and  no  chemist — before  "no  chemist"  becomes 
a  reality. 

The  fiction  that  the  doctor's  car  boot  can  be  a 
travelling  dispensary  for  the  domiciliary  patient  may 
be  readily  exposed,  but  Tetbury  also  provides  a 
clear-cut  case  against  the  so-called  "advantages"  of 
on-the-spot  dispensing  at  the  surgery — it  is  hardly  a 
sprawling  town  centre,  and  patients  from  beyond  the 
"mile  limit"  who  are  well  enough  to  attend  the  surgery 
are  likely  to  make  the  most  of  their  journey  by  visiting 
shops  at  the  same  time.  Here  they  find  a  choice  of  two 
pharmacies  which,  as  our  illustrations  demonstrate, 
are  hardly  the  types  of  business  able  to  survive  by 
converting  to  emporia. 

Unfortunately,  Tetbury  patients  cannot  realistically  be 
expected  to  place  themselves  in  conflict  with  their  own 
doctors  in  order  to  save  their  pharmacies.  It  is  therefore 
the  Ministers'  responsibility  to  ensure  that  they  are  not 
deprived  of  the  pharmaceutical  service  a  town  and  area 
of  this  size  so  obviously  needs — by  imposing  a  change 
in  the  Regulations. 

No  leadership 

Curiously,  the  official  report  of  this  month's  meeting 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council  said  only  that 
"the  view  was  expressed  that  the  use  of  the  word 
'chemist'  [in  Sangers  gift  token  scheme]  debased 
the  restricted  title."  We  inquired  further. 

Whose  view?  A  member's?  The  Committee's?  The 
Council's?  It  was,  we  learned,  the  collective  view  of  the 
Committee  and  of  Council. 

Such  a  report  leaves  Council  wide  open  to  a  charge 
of  irresponsibility,  since  the  many  retail  pharmacists 
who  have  already  joined  Sangers'  scheme  must  be 
presumed  to  have  placed  themselves  in  jeopardy  by 
"debasing"  the  title.  It  is  the  kind  of  "leadership" 
pharmacy  can  do  without — and  it  is  high  time  Council 
got  round  to  a  positive  statement  of  just  how  the 
chemist's  trading  activities  can  be  identified  acceptably 
to  the  public. 


668    Chemist  &  Druggist 


13  November  197 


Pharmaceutical  action 
on  Tetbury  dispute 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  to  send  a 
full  report  of  the  Tetbury  dispensing  dis- 
pute to  Mr  David  Ennals,  Secretary  for 
Social  Services,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Council  agreed  at  its  meeting  last  week 
that  the  president,  Mr  J.  P.  Bannerman, 
should  write  to  local  MPs  informing  them 
of  the  situation,  that  two  local  doctors 
plan  to  start  dispensing  on  December  1  ; 
that  an  approach  be  made  to  the  local 
community  health  council  seeking  its  sup- 
port ;  that  the  area  pharmaceutical  officer 
be  told  of  current  action ;  and  that  a 
Press  conference  be  organised  locally. 

Those  decisions  were  taken  following 
Practice  Committee  suggestions  that  a  local 
campaign  should  be  organised  to  show  the 
public  the  advantages  of  a  pharmaceutical 
service  and  to  point  out  that  the  service 
would  be  in  jeopardy  if  doctors  started 
dispensing. 

The  Society  was  also  to  write  to  the 
Gloucestershire  Area  Health  Authority 
chairman  expressing  concern  at  the  can- 
cellation of  a  meeting  that  was  to  have 
been  held  with  pharmaceutical  representa- 
tives on  October  19  and  pressing  for  a 
meeting  with  the  chairman  and  administra- 
tors prior  to  local  dispensing  subcommittee 


discussions  on  November  18.  Representa- 
tives of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society — Mr  J. 
P.  Kerr  and  Mr  W.  H.  Howarth — are  to 
join  the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiat- 
ing Committee  in  its  proposed  meeting 
with  the  Tetbury  pharmacists  involved  in 
the  dispute  and  the  pharmacist  members  of 
the  local  dispensing  subcommittee.  The 
PSNC  was  to  be  told  that  the  Society  felt 
the  delegation  should  not  contain  any 
members  of  the  Clothier  Committee.  How- 
ever, the  PSNC  delegation  will  include  a 
member  of  that  Committee,  Mr  D. 
Coleman,  together  with  Mr  Kitchen  and 
Mr  A.  Smith,  chief  executive  designate. 

NPU  write  to  BMA 

Tetbury  was  offered  a  prescription  collec- 
tion and  delivery  service  by  the  local 
pharmacists — but  the  offer  was  not  taken 
up.  That  is  revealed  in  a  letter  sent  on 
Wednesday  to  the  chairman  of  the  British 
Medical  Association,  Dr  J.  C.  Cameron,  by 
the  chairman  of  the  National  Pharmaceu- 
tical Union,  Mr  Donald  Royce. 

Mr  Royce  warns  that  should  the  local 
doctors  start  dispensing  it  is  likely  that  one 
or  both  of  the  pharmacies  would  have  to 
close.  "In  the  latter  event,  Tetbury  would 


Tetbury's  Eliza- 
bethan market  hall 
(above)  forms  a 
focal  point  for  the 
town,  with  the 
Dolphin  pharmacy 
(left)  and  Mr 
Bell's  pharmacy 
right)  each  within 
a  hundred  yards 
of  it  but  on  differ- 
ent streets 


be  left  completely  without  a  pharmaceu 
tical  service  which,  of  course,  covers  fa 
more  than  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions. 

The  letter  goes  on :  "So  far  as  I  an 
aware,  an  efficient  dispensing  service  ha 
always  been  provided  by  our  members  ii 
Tetbury  and  this  includes  an  after-hour 
rota  service  until  6.30  pm  on  two  evening 
a  week ;  this  is  one  hour  after  the  surger 
closes.  I  also  understand  that  no  com 
plaints  have  ever  been  received  from  th 
public. 

"This  does  therefore  clearly  seem  to  b 
a  case  where  patients  are  not  havin; 
difficulty  in  getting  prescriptions  dispensed! 
Our  members  have  also  offered  to  start  ; 
local  collection  and  delivery  service  for  tb 
prescriptions  of  outlying  patients,  but  thi 
offer  has  not  been  taken  up. 

"In  the  circumstances  it  is  difficult  fo 
pharmacists  to  avoid  the  conclusion  tha 
the  doctors  concerned  are  being  motivate< 
by  the  prospect  of  financial  gain.  I  expec 
your  attention  has  already  been  directed  tc 
the  letter  distributed  by  one  of  the  doctor 
concerned  to  patients  of  the  practice.  I  d( 
think  it  important  for  you  to  be  full) 
aware  of  the  situation  and  its  likely  re 
percussions." 

The  dispute  first  came  to  light  in  Septem 
ber  last  year  when  doctors  in  the  town': 
only  surgery  issued  a  letter  to  their  rura 
patients  explaining  that  they  wished  tc 
start  dispensing,  but  suggesting  that  i 
would  not  be  possible  unless  the  response 
was  nearly  100  per  cent.  The  case  latei 
went  before  the  Clothier  Committee,  follow 
ing  the  standstill  on  rural  dispensing,  bui 
the  Commitee  decided  it  did  not  come 
within  the  provisions  of  the  standstill 
agreement  as  the  doctors  had  entered  intc 
"a  considerable  financial  commitment"  in 
respect  of  a  dispensary  in  their  new 
practice  premises  before  the  standstill  be 
came  operative ;  thus  the  Committee  could 
not  act.  However,  the  doctors  later  with- 
drew their  plans,  but  two  of  them — Drs 
Lewsey  and  Walsh — recently  decided  to  try 
to  start  dispensing  from  December  1. 

Tetbury,  a  small  Cotswold  market  town 
in  Gloucestershire,  has  two  pharmacies, 
with  the  next  nearest  pharmacy  about  1 
miles  away.  The  doctors'  practice  covers 
the  town's  population  of  4,000  and,  in 
addition,    some    3,500    patients    in  the 
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London  council  aggravates 
pharmacy  closure  problem 


surrounding  rural  area.  It  is  understood 
hat  at  least  one  of  the  pharmacies  would 
lave  to  close  if  the  doctors  did  start  dis- 
pensing because  of  the  loss  of  prescription 
revenue.  One  of  the  pharmacies  is  run  by 
Mr  Norman  Bell,  who  has  been  in  the 
town  for  25  years  without  any  complaints 
from  patients.  The  other — the  Dolphin 
Pharmacy — is  part  of  the  small  group  J. 
W.  H.  Bran  (Chemists)  Ltd,  whose  head- 
quarters are  in  Highworth,  Wilts. 

Gloucestershire  Area  Chemists  Contrac- 
ts Committee  has  been  supporting  the 
retbury  pharmacists  in  their  fight,  and  the 
secretary,  Mr  J.  Elliot,  told  C&D  that  their 
:olleagues  were  full  of  admiration  for  Mr 
Bell  who  could  lose  his  livelihood.  He 
revealed  that  the  original  application  of 
1,000  patients  to  be  placed  on  the  doctors' 
dispensing  list  had  been  reduced  to  500. 

Pharmacy  service  saved 
by  committee 

Lincolnshire  Area  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee has  been  successful  in  finding  a 
juyer  for  the  pharmacy  at  Donnington 
vhich  they  have  kept  in  operation  follow- 
ing the  illness  and  later  death  of  the 
Dharmacist  Mr  R.  Stringfellow  (C&D, 
October  2,  p417).  Mr  J.  Parry,  MPS, 
ormerly  of  Torquay,  began  trading  as  I. 
P.  Fisher  Ltd  this  week. 

Mr  Graham  Walker,  the  Committee's 
iecretary,  told  C&D  that  the  pharmacy 
orovided  an  essential  service,  being  ten 
niles  from  the  next  nearest,  and  the  Com- 
nittee  had  both  provided  a  locum  service 
ind  funded  the  advertising  to  sell  the 
jusiness.  He  helieved  pharmacy  had  to 
ook  after  its  own  interests  and  show  sup- 
port for  the  patient  before  asking  the 
jatient  to  support  the  profession. 

Encouraging'  response  to 
television  campaign 

rhere  has  been  an  encouraging  initial  re- 
sponse to  Unichem's  national  TV  advertis- 
ng  to  independent  pharmacists,  the 
>ociely  said  on  Wednesday. 

The  statement  said :  "Television  advertis- 
ng  was  just  one  part  of  a  three-stage  drive 
.or  membership,  which  includes  trade 
Press  advertising  and  will  also  involve 
lirect  mail.  We  will  have  to  complete  the 
:ampaign  before  attempting  to  evaluate 
ts  overall  effectiveness  but  there  has 
already  been  an  encouraging  response  to 
he  TV  commercial  which  requested  phar- 
macists to  phone  in  for  further  information 
3n  Unichem  or  send  in  coupons  from  the 
rade  Press. 

"We  are  also  receiving  letters  of  con- 
gratulations from  members  as  well  as 
ion-members  of  the  society  who  felt  that 
:he  commercial  had  given  a  welcome  boost 
:o  independent  pharmacy.  There  have 
Deen  two  complaints  from  pharmacists 
ibout  receiving  our  telegrams  drawing  the 
:ommercial  to  their  attention. 

"In  planning  this  exercise,  we  carefully 
ried  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  causing 
iny  undue  worry  by  sending  the  telegrams 
Dvernight  and  addressed  to  businesses 
rather  than  home.  The  telegram  is  clearly 
dentifiable  as  being  sent  overnight.  Send- 
ng  promotional  type  telegrams  of  this 
nature  is  normal  practice  in  marketing 
nowadays  but  we  must  apologise  if  we 
have  caused  inadvertently  any  distress." 


A  number  of  Peckham,  South  London, 
pharmacies,  could  be  forced  to  close  as 
the  result  of  action  by  Southwark  Council. 
Two  new  developments  by  the  Council — 
one  a  pharmacy  adjoining  a  health  centre 
on  the  North  Peckham  Estate  and  the 
other  a  pharmacy  adjoining  a  doctors' 
surgery  on  the  Lettsom  Estate — have  both 
been  successfully  tendered  for  by  phar- 
macy companies  from  outside  the  area. 

The  five  local  pharmacies  affected  are: 
Sydney  Hutchinson  of  Southampton  Way, 
Bentley's  of  147  Peckham  High  Street, 
Greig's  Pharmacy  in  the  Old  Kent  Road, 
Ferris  Chemists  of  Commercial  Way  and 
Mason  and  White  of  147  Peckham  Hill 
Street.  Mr  Keith  Hutchinson  told  C&D 
that  a  consortium  of  the  five  pharmacists 
had  tendered  for  the  North  Peckham 
Estate  pharmacy  hoping  to  recoup  the 
trade  losses  that  would  probably  occur, 
since  eight  local  doctors  would  be  moving 
into  the  health  centre.  A  further  problem 
arose  in  Mr  Hutchinson's  case  when  two 
more  of  his  local  doctors  planned  to  move 
to  the  new  premises  on  the  Lettsom 
Estate.  This  Estate  would  include  rehoused 
tenants  who  were  close  to  Mr  Hutchinson's 
pharmacy  at  present.  Mr  Hutchinson 
therefore  withdrew  from  the  consortium 
and  separately  tendered  for  the  Lettsom 
Estate  premises  but  was  unsuccessful. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Council  said  that 
the  coancil  wished  to  grant  the  tenders  to 
local  pharmacists  but  the  law  demanded 
that  councils  advertise  in  the  appropriate 
media  and  accept  the  highest  tender 
regardless  of  its  origin.  The  new  pharma- 
cies were  included  in  the  two  developments 
because  there  were  many  old  people  in 
the  area  who  required  ready  access  to 
dispensing  services. 

When  asked  if  this  policy  would  be 
continued,  the  spokesman  replied  that  no 
more  such  developments  were  planned  in 
the  area  and  that  perhaps  other  boroughs 
may  learn  from  these  problems.  He 
suggested  that  although  it  might  appear 
that  the  Council  was  aggravating  the  very 
problem  it  was  trying  to  solve — to  main- 
tain pharmaceutical  services  to  the  com- 
munity— there  was  no  evidence  yet  that 
any  of  the  local  pharmacies  would  close 
and  that  the  consortium  was  possibly 
"crying  wolf". 

Neither  of  the  companies  believed  to  be 
acquiring  the  new  pharmacies  wished  to 
comment  when  approached  by  C&D  early 
this  week. 

Committee  chairman  'astonished' 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Practice 
Committee  has  been  told  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  local  joint  consultative 
committee  had  expressed  astonishment  at 
the  borough's  action — which  contradicted 
the  recommendations  of  the  working  party 
set  up  by  his  committee.  He  stated  that 


inquiries  were  being  made  as  to  the 
finality  of  the  decision  and  that  the 
Society  would  be  informed  of  further 
developments. 

Councils  recognise  need  for 
local  pharmacy  services 

Members  of  the  Association  of  District 
Councils  have  frequently  made  the  point 
that  local  pharmacy  services  should  be 
available  in  both  town  and  country,  the 
association  says  in  evidence  submitted  to 
the  Royal  Commission  on  the  NHS. 

Views  collected  from  over  100  district 
councils  have  indicated  widespread  con- 
cern that  the  NHS  is  over-administered 
and  remote,  that  there  is  a  need  for 
simplification  and  a  service  which  is  more 
responsive  to  local  needs  and  opinion. 
The  district  level  of  the  health  service 
should  be  strengthened  and  the  area  or 
regional  level  possibly  abandoned. 

The  association  also  feels  that  the  pub- 
lic should  pay  directly  for  more  health 
services  in  times  of  economic  restraint, 
and  suggests  this  possibility  should  be 
investigated,  providing  that  medical  care 
is  not  taken  out  of  the  reach  of  those  in 
need  of  it. 

FPN 114  to  be  're-examined' 

The  Department  of  Health  has  agreed  to 
re-examine  the  procedure  for  handling  in- 
complete prescriptions,  in  consultation 
with  representatives  of  the  pharmaceutical 
and  medical  professions.  The  decision  fol- 
lows a  meeting  of  representatives  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee,  the  Phar- 
maceutical General  Council  (Scotland)  and 
the  Society's  Scottish  Department  with 
senior  officials  of  the  Department  of 
Health  last  week  to  discuss  the  difficulties 
of  implementing  the  requirements  of 
FPN  114. 

Pricing  concessions 

The  Department  of  Health  has  agreed  to 
two  pricing  concessions  for  the  month 
of  November. 

Where  a  pharmacist  is  unable  to  obtain 
Domical  tablets  25mg  to  meet  prescrip- 
tions ordering  amitryptyline  25mg  tablets, 
Saroten  tablets  25mg  or  Tryptizol  tablets 
25mg  may  be  supplied;  similarly,  where 
Dopamet  tablets  cannot  be  obtained  to 
meet  prescriptions  ordering  methyldopa 
tablets,  Aldomet  tablets  may  be  supplied. 
In  both  cases  the  form  FP10  must  be 
endorsed  appropriately,  and  the  Prescrip- 
tion Pricing  Authority  will  pay  for  the 
brand  supplied.  These  agreements  will  be 
reviewed  at  the  end  of  November  in  the 
light  of  the  supply  position. 
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NPU  takes  its 
problems  to 
OFT  chief 

Trade  associations  face  difficulties  in 
notifying  members  of  pricing  policies  and 
warnings  regarding  defective  goods,  where- 
as the  head  offices  of  large  multiples  were 
not  similarly  restrained  in  law  from  issuing 
advice  to  their  branches.  That  was  stressed 
to  Mr  G.  J.  Borrie,  the  new  director 
general  of  the  Office  of  Fair  Trading,  last 
week  by  members  of  the  National  Execu- 
tive and  senior  officers  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union. 

The  meeting  with  Mr  Borrie  occurred  at 
a  seminar  in  London  organised  by  the 
Trade  and  Professional  Alliance.  Mr 
Borrie  indicated  that  his  office  would 
always  be  prepared  to  consider  the  word- 
ing of  any  proposed  warning  notices 
although  he  agreed  that  this  might  not 
help  early  enough  in  cases  of  urgency. 

The  discussion  with  Mr  Borrie  also 
ranged  over  many  subjects  involving  con- 
sumer protection  legislation  such  as  the 
restrictive  trade  practices  law,  codes  of 
practice  for  retailers,  service  agreements, 
monopolies  and  licensing  under  the  Con- 
sumer Credit  Act.  The  seminar  itself  also 
covered  employment  protection  legislation 
and  the  pitfalls  that  can  face  employers 
nowadays  when  dismissing  dishonest  and 
unsatisfactory  staff.  The  need  was  stressed 
to  avoid  recruiting  unsatisfactory  staff 
wherever  possible  by  taking  up  references 
from  former  employers. 

NCT's  plea  on  VAT 
to  Chancellor 

The  National  Chamber  of  Trade  has 
asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
not  to  increase  value  added  tax  this  side 
of  Christmas,  claiming  that  to  do  so 
would  impose  "a  burden  of  nightmare  pro- 
portions" on  retailers. 

In  a  letter  to  Mr  Healey,  the  NCT's 
director,  Mr  Leslie  Seeney,  suggests  that 
— if  and  when  a  change  does  become 
necessary — retailers  would  be  happier 
with  a  single  rate  at  10  per  cent  than  the 
present  multi-rate  system.  The  text  of  his 
letter  includes  the  following  points: 

□  "Any  alteration  in  the  rates  of  VAT 
over  the  next  few  weeks  would  impose 
upon  the  distributive  trades  a  burden  of 
nightmare  proportions.  The  prospect  of 
repricing  stock  during  the  Christmas  trad- 
ing period  does  not  bear  contemplation ; 
and  to  do  so  in  January  would  destroy 
the  value  of  the  traditional  sales  for 
trader  and  consumer  alike.  We  trust  there- 
for that  you  will  dismiss  any  suggestion  of 
a  change  before  the  end  of  January." 

□  "Whatever  steps  you  may  be  consider- 
ing, we  hope  there  will  be  no  question  of 
introducing  any  additional  rates  of  tax. 


Mr  W.  Sutton  (left),  and  Mr  John  Loch 
(right)  of  Roughwood  Chemists  Ltd, 
were  among  68  pharmacists  and  their 
132  guests  who  attended  an  open  night 
at  the  Preston  depot  of  Sangers  Ltd  last 
week.  Mr  John  Ward  (Centre),  the 
company's  regional  director,  was  present 
to  greet  the  visitors 


The  complexities  of  VAT  already  cause 
distress  to  a  great  many  smaller  businesses, 
and  even  some  of  the  larger  companies 
are  finding  the  associated  costs  a  not  in- 
considerable factor  in  their  overheads. 
Anything  that  can  be  done  to  simplify  pro- 
cedures would  lessen  the  impact  of  changes 
— if  and  when  they  become  necessary — 
and  we  would  recommend  a  return  to  a 
single  positive  rate.  In  our  view,  a  single 
rate  at,  say,  10  per  cent  would  not  only 
ease  the  administrative  situation  but  also 
would  yield  considerably  more  tax." 

Christmas  and  New  Year 
arrangements  clarified 

Because  of  confusion  about  the  status  of 
this  season's  holidays,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee  has  issued 
the  following  guidance  for  contractors  in 
England  and  Wales. 

□  The  Government  has  announced  that 
Tuesday,  December  28  and  Monday, 
January  3  are  Bank  Holidays.  Apart  from 
the  provision  of  rota  services  where 
required,  contractors  will  be  entitled  to 
close  on  these  two  days  as  well  as  on 
Saturday,  December  25.  Monday,  Decem- 
ber 27  will  be  taken  as  a  Bank  Holiday  in 
place  of  Boxing  Day. 

□  Saturday,  January  1  is  not  a  Bank 
Holiday  (Monday,  January  3  has  been 
declared  a  Bank  Holiday  in  its  place.)  Nor- 
mal services  should  therefore  be  provided 
on  January  1.  However,  the  existing 
discretion  of  the  family  practitioner  com- 
mittee to  vary  normal  hours  of  business 
is  not  affected.  This  means  that  pharma- 
cies may  be  permitted  to  close  on  January 
1  in  addition  to  January  3  if  the  family 
practitioner  committee,  in  consultation 
with  the  Local  Medical  Committee  and 
the  Local  Pharmaceutical  Committee  con- 
sider that  in  all  the  relevant  circumstances, 
including  local  public  holiday  customs, 
doctors'  surgery  hours,  etc,  an  adequate 
pharmaceutical  service  can  be  maintained. 

□  Payment  for  rota  services  on  December 
25,  27,  and  28  and  January  3  will  be  at 
the  rate  of  £6  25  for  one  hour's  rota  ser- 
vice. The  normal  rota  rate  will  be  pay- 
able for  any  rota  services  provided  on 
January  1. 


□  Where  a  reduced  service  is  operating! 
pharmacists  should  remember  the  imporfl 
tance  of  ensuring  that  the  arrangements 
for  dispensing  prescriptions  markec 
"urgent"  by  the  doctor  are  adequately 
made  known. 

Family  expenditure  on 
medicines  up  15  per  cent 

The  average  household  expenditure  orfl 
medicines  and  surgical  goods  last  year  was] 
£0  23  a  week — a  15  per  cent  rise  over  thJ 
1974  figure  of  £0  20 — but  that  represented! 
an  unchanged  proportion — 0  4  per  cent — o 
total  weekly  expenditure  per  household. 

The  expenditure  figures  are  given  in  the 
Family  Expenditure  Survey  1975  publishec 
on  Tuesday  by  the  Department  of  Employ  ; 
ment  (HM  Stationery  Office,  £4).  Tht 
average  expenditure  on  toilet  requisite!" 
and  cosmetics  rose  from  £0  53  in  1974  tc 
£062  last  year,  with  its  proportion  o! 
expenditure  increasing  from  11  to  12  pei 
cent ;  for  optical  and  photographic  goods; 
expenditure  jumped  from  £0-18  to  £027 
representing  a  rise  of  01  per  cent  in  pn> 
portion  of  expenditure  to  0  5  per  cent. 

The  highest  expenditure  on  medicines 
was  in  Yorkshire  and  Humberside  (£0  26 
followed  by  the  South  East  of  Englanc 
(£024)  with  the  lowest  (£0  17)  in  Wales! 
and  Scotland.  Households  in  the  Soutr 
East  spent  most  on  toiletries  and  cos- 
metics  (£0  65),  followed  by  the  West  Mid' 
lands  (£0  60),  with  the  least  being  spent  ir 
Northern  Ireland  (£0  51). 

□  Retail  sales  by  chemists  and  photo- 
graphic goods  dealers  during  Septembei 
were  some  1 1  per  cent  higher  than  the 
same  month  last  year,  according  to  figures 
compiled  by  the  Department  of  Industry. 
The  increase — to  a  new  index  of  198 
(September  1971  =  100) — was  however 
smaller  than  the  15  per  cent  rise  for  all 
business,  which  also  attained  a  new  index 
of  19S.  Sales  by  independent  chemists  rose 
only  3  per  cent  to  a  new  index  of  166, 
compared  to  an  increase  of  12  per  cent  for 
independent  businesses  generally.  Figures 
for  multiple  and  co-operative  society! 
chemists  are  not  given,  and  NHS  receipts* 
are  excluded  from  the  calculation. 

Retailers  act  on  theftsj 

A  group  of  larger  retailers,  with  wide 
financial  support  from  the  trade,  are  to  set 
up  the  Association  for  the  Prevention  of 
Theft  in  Shops,  19  Buckingham  Gate, 
London  SW1E  6LB.  The  new  association 
is  to  work  closely  with  its  subscribing^ 
members  and  their  security  advisers,  as 
well  as  liaising  with  trade  associations. 

The  names  of  the  retailers  concerned 
are  not  being  announced  until  the  appoint-i 
ment  of  a  chairman  in  January,  but  phar-!l 
macy  is  believed  to  be  represented  by  some 
multiples.  The  object  is  to  disseminate 
information  among  retailers  to  encourage 
critical  study  of  the  ways  in  which  theft 
in  shops  and  stores  can  be  contained. 

The  association  will  also  act  as  spokes- 
man for  retailers  to  engender  a  changed 
climate  of  opinion,  among  appropriate 
organisations,  regarding  shop  theft,  and  to 
make  the  iatter  more  aware  of  this  prob- 
lem which  is  costing  retailers  and  their 
customers  some  £550m  a  year. 
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NOT  FOR  USE 
BY  ANYONE 
OVER  THE  AGE 
OF  TEETHING. 


m 


teething  gel 


FOR  RABIES  ONLY. 

New  babies  are  being  born  in  Britain  at  the  rate  of  more  than 
one  a  minute. 

Which  means  a  lot  of  teething  trouble  for  babies,  and  a  lot  of 
lost  sleep  for  parents. 

Unless  they  use  Dentmox  teething  treatment. 

Dentinox  is  formulated  specifically  for  babies.  And  only 
for  babies. 

And  it  works.  Just  one  application  on  a  baby's  gums  eases 
the  pain  in  seconds.  And  peace  reigns. 

Unlike  most  other  mouth  treatments,  Dentinox  doesn't 
claim  to  cure  mouth  ulcers  or  denture  rubbing. 

Its  Lignocame  Hydrochloride  content  is  0.33%— far  below 
the  normal  safety  limit.  And  toxicity  tests  indicate  that 
Dentinox  has  an  LD5o  rate  well  in  excess  of  16  ml /kg  body  weight. 

So  that,  used  as  instructed,  it  is  absolutely  safe. 

Throughout  the  year,  we'll  be  telling  parents  how  to  stop 
the  crying  and  catch  up  on  their  sleep. 

We're  running  ads  in  all  the  leading  Mother  and  Baby 
magazines  this  year.  So  we'll  reach  just  about  every  mum  in  the 
country  with  a  teething  baby 

Remember,  new  customers  are  arriving  at  the  rate  of  more 
than  one  a  minute. 

All  simply  crying  out  for  Dentinox. 


THE  TEETHING  TREATMENT  MADE  JUST  FOR  TEETHING. 

Dendron  Limited,  94/98  Rickmansworth  Road,  Watford  WD  1  7JJ. 
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Government 

'interference' 

attacked 

The  Government  has  chosen  to  ride 
roughshood  over  the  Voluntary  Price 
Regulation  Scheme  agreement,  Mr  Michael 
Peretz,  president  of  the  Association  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Industry  and  chairman  of 
Cyanamid  of  Great  Britain  Ltd,  said  last 
week.  It  was  one  of  those  aspects  of 
Government  interference  which,  together 
with  threats  of  nationalisation,  were  mak- 
ing the  UK  less  attractive  for  investment. 

Speaking  at  the  launch  of  a  half-hour 
film  dealing  with  the  pharmaceutical  in- 
dustry's role,  achievements  and  current 
problems,  Mr  Peretz  recorded  the  strongest 
objection  to  the  "unilateral"  decision  in 
July  to  change  the  VPRS  rules  by  reducing 
the  allowable  promotion  expenditure  the 
industry  could  charge  the  NHS — from  its 
current  level  of  14  per  cent  of  sales  to 
an  arbitrary  12  per  cent  in  1977-78  and 
to  an  equally  arbitrary  figure  of  10  per 
cent  by  1979-80.  The  Scheme,  agreed  with 
Government  in  1972,  had  until  September 
1977  to  run,  unless  altered  by  mutual 
consent,  and  the  Government's  action  had 
seriously  affected  relationships  between  the 
industry  and  the  Department  of  Health. 
"We  believe  that  the  process  of  informing 
doctors  about  medicines  is  as  important  as 
the  process  of  innovation  itself,  and  we 
feel  that  this  process  should  not  be  subject 
to  this  type  of  control." 

However,  said  Mr  Peretz,  the  main 
concern  at  present  was  declining  profit- 
ability on  sales  to  the  NHS — the  Secretary 
of  State  had  recently  gone  on  record  as 
stating  that  industry's  profits  were  currently 
lower  than  profits  in  manufacturing  in- 
dustry generally.  "Accepting  the  vital  need 
to  reduce  public  expenditure  in  this 
country,  it  must  be  recognised  that  prices 
of  our  industry's  products  are  still  sub- 
istantially  lower  than  they  are  in  Western 
Europe.  We  believe  that  they  must  be 
allowed  to  rise  if  the  industry  is  to  fund 
new  investment  on  plant  and  research,  and 
continue  to  make  a  major  contribution  to 
the  country's  balance  of  payments." 

Trade  surplus  up 

Mr  Peretz  revealed  that  the  industry's  ex- 
ports in  the  first  nine  months  of  1976  had 
reached  £323m,  some  16  per  cent  up  on 
the  same  period  in  1975.  But  imports 
were  £98m — up  39  per  cent — producing  a 
trade  surplus  up  9  per  cent  on  the  previous 
year.  There  was  little  doubt  that  the  export 
figure  for  the  year  would  exceed  £400m 
(against  £373m)  and  that  the  trade  surplus 
should  be  over  £300m — both  records. 
Research  investment  for  1976  was  esti- 
mated at  over  £100m  (£70m  in  1975). 

Mr  Roland  Moyle,  Minister  of  State  for 
Health,  said  in  reply  that  he  hoped  that 
together,  the  two  sides  could  find  "a  pre- 


scription for  the  industry's  health".  Both 
shared  common  ground  in  ensuring  that 
effective  and  safe  drugs  were  made  avail- 
able, but  costs  were  of  vital  importance. 
In  reply  to  the  argument  that  drugs  could 
save  hospital  treatment,  the  Minister  said 
that  there  was  little  effect  on  the  Health 
Service  budget — a  hospital  bed  saved 
would  be  filled  by  someone  who  would 
otherwise  have  had  to  wait  for  admission. 

Industry  and  Government  were  at  one  in 
wanting  to  build  upon  the  export  record 
and  the  need  for  investment  and  return 
was  recognised.  However,  in  difficult  times 
it  was  idle  to  suggest  that  money  could  be 
made  easily  available.  Mr  Moyle  reminded 
the  industry  that  the  NHS  was  almost  its 
sole  source  of  income  from  prescription 
medicines  in  the  UK  and  the  Government 
had  to  ensure  both  that  prices  were  fair 
and  that  the  growing  expenditure  on 
medicines  was  wisely  deployed.  There  was 
a  paramount  need  to  curb  public  expendi- 
ture "and  that  hurts".  It  hurt  the  govern- 
ment, government  departments  and  the 
private  institutions  which  would  otherwise 
be  the  recipients  of  the  expenditure,  but  the 
Minister  did  not  believe  that  the  reduc- 
tions in  promotional  expenditure  being 
proposed  would  harm  the  industry. 

Drug  industry  'should  be 
under  international  control' 

The  World  Health  Organisation  should  be 
financed  by  member  countries  to  play  a 
much  larger  part  in  regulation  of  the 
world  pharmaceutical  industry,  believes 
Professor  Brian  Abel-Smith,  professor  of 
social  administration,  London  School  of 
Economics  and  Political  Science. 

In  his  book,  "Value  for  money  in  health 
services",  he  argues  that,  ideally,  control 
of  the  industry's  marketing  and  advertis- 
ing should  be  international  instead  of 
national.  "The  smaller  and  poorer  countries 
of  the  world  particularly  need  protection 
from  the  unethical  marketing  of  dangerous 
or  ineffective  pharmaceuticals  just  as  the 
whole  world  needs  to  police  the  trade  in 
addictive  drugs." 

It  was  an  international  responsibility  to 
secure  not  only  a  common  drug  nomen- 
clature but  that  doctors  used  this 
nomenclature  throughout  the  world :  "The 
introduction  therefore  of  generic  prescrib- 
ing is  of  international  importance". 

Written   advertising  matter  should  be 


strictly  controlled  and  use  of  companj 
representatives   forbidden ;    instead,  eaci 
country   should   develop   extensive  con- 
tinuing education  for  doctors,  organised 
by  professional  bodies  and  medical  schooh  | 
rather  than  companies.  "What  is  para-  I 
doxical  is  for  countries  to  license  doctor; 
and  encourage  professional  standards  and1 
yet  allow  the  doctors  they  have  licensed 
to  be  exposed  to  such  enormous  commer-  i 
cial  pressure." 

"Value  for  money  in  health  services"  byl 
Professor  Brian  Abel-Smith  (Heinemann 
Educational  Books  Ltd,  48  Charles  Street. 
London  W1X  8AH,  £2  25). 

'Pharmacy  sale  rather  than 
script'— IVSr  Ennals 

Patients  "can  and  should"  buy  ordinary 
household  remedies  for  themselves  from 
a  pharmacy  rather  than  go  to  a  general 
practitioner  for  them.  That  was  stated  by 
Mr  David  Ennals,  Secretary  of  State  for 
Social  Services,  last  weekend,  and  he  added 
he  was  ready  to  support  doctors  in  resisting 
such  patients. 

Mr  Ennals  was  addressing  a  medical 
symposium  in  Norwich.  He  told  the 
doctors  that  standards  of  patient  care  could 
continue  to  rise,  but  only  if  waste  and  in- 
efficiency could  be  checked.  Making  a 
special  appeal  to  general  practitioners  to 
keep  costs  down  by  more  careful  control 
of  their  drug  prescribing,  he  said  the  only 
area  of  NHS  expenditure  which  is  open- 
ended  is  such  prescribing.  "It  is  the  doctor 
who  prescribes:  but  the  more  one  doctor 
uses,  the  less  there  is  for  other  doctors  to 
use  ...  If  prescribing  costs  go  up,  cuts 
have  to  be  made  elsewhere  if  we  are  to 
keep  within  stated  public  expenditure  limits 
over  the  years." 

As  well  as  resisting  "home  remedies" 
prescribing  other  ways  of  doctors  reduc- 
ing costs  were :  to  study  the  charts  of  com- 
parative costs  of  similar  products  distribu- 
ted by  the  Department  of  Health ;  and  to 
examine  carefully  the  quantities  prescribed 
— "This  must  be  right  on  safety  grounds  as 
well  as  economic  grounds  .  .  .  Rarely 
should  it  be  necessary  to  prescribe  more 
than  a  month's  supply  and  often  five  days 
or  a  week's  supply  will  be  sufficient."  Mr 
Ennals  also  gave  his  support  for  doctors 
explaining  to  patients  that  a  prescription 
is  not  needed  for  each  illness. 


Mr  N.  R.  Wakeford, 
MPS,  (left) 
managing  director, 
Kingswood 
(Chemists)  Ltd, 
receives  the 
Distributive  Training 
Award  on  behalf  of 
his  company  from 
Mr  E.  H.  Price,  a 
member  of  the 
Distributive  Industry 
Training  Board 


Mr  J.  D.  Pollock,  MPSNI,  has  accepted 
in  invitation  to  join  the  North  East  Area 
Board  of  the  Ulster  Bank  Ltd.  A  member 
jf  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
•Society  in  Northern  Ireland  for  the  past 
13  years,  Mr  Pollock  is  a  director  of 
Sanger  Group  Ltd,  and  chairman  of  their 
Irish  division,  which  includes  Northern 
Ireland  wholesalers  Thomas  McMullan  & 
Co  Ltd;  and  Castlereagh  Agencies  Ltd, 
Ballyclare,  and  Castlereagh  Agencies  (1975) 
Ltd,  in  Dublin,  manufacturers'  sales  and 
distribution  agents  throughout  Ireland, 
predominantly  in  the  pharmaceutical 
sphere;  together  with  interests  in  the  food 
industry  in  that  area.  He  is  also  a  director 
of  A.G.D.  Ltd  in  London  and  chairman 
pf  R.  D.  Pollock  &  Co  Ltd,  Bangor. 
Mr  John  Charlton,  OBE,  secretary  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Com- 
mittee, is  making  a  good  recovery  after  an 
(operation  at  Leeds  General  Infirmary  re- 
cently. He  had  been  in  Leeds  to  address  a 
local  meeting  and  was  admitted  to  hospital 
iwhile  staying  in  the  area  at  his  daughter's 
jhome  (to  which  personal  messages  may  be 
sent),  14  Dene  Hill,  Lucy  Hall  Drive, 
Baildon,  Shipley,  Yorkshire. 
Mrs  Hilda  Butler  has  retired  as  technical 
director,  DDD  Ltd,  after  26  years  with  the 
company.  A  former  president  of  the 
Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists  of  Great 
Britain,  Mrs  Butler  intends  to  concentrate 
on  consultancy  in  future. 

Deaths 

Hogarth:  On  November  2,  Mr  James 
Alexander  Hogarth,  MPS,  7  Wykeham 
Road,  Glasgow.  He  qualified  in  1938. 
McKee:  On  October  29,  Mr  John  Lennox 
McKee,  MPSNI,  35  Lisburn  Road,  Belfast. 
Qualifying  in  1942,  Mr  McKee  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  Eglinton  Pharmacy  Ltd  for 
most  of  his  life,  previously  as  an  em- 
ployee but  latterly  as  owner.  He  took  a 
great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  old  people, 
was  an  enthusiastic  bowler  and  in  early 
days  a  soccer  player  of  no  mean  ability, 
having  played  in  the  Irish  League  for 
i  Coleraine.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  daughter. 
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Topical  reflections 

BY  XRAYSER 


Thoughtful  address 

The  address  given  by  Professor  P.  Froggart  (vice-chancellor,  Queen's 
University,  Belfast)  at  the  annual  prize-giving  ceremony  should  be  read 
and  digested  in  this  country  as  well  as  in  Ireland.  It  was  comprehensive  and 
it  was  understanding,  and  it  presented  what  had  all  the  appearance  of  a 
detached  survey  from  someone  who  knew  pharmacy  and  appreciated  its 
role  in  society.  The  speaker  examined  the  historic  relationship  between 
doctor  and  pharmacist  as  master  and  servant,  pointing  out  that  the 
pharmacopeias  of  earlier  times  were  the  work  of  physicians.  That,  he  said, 
might  explain  shortcomings  which  could  have  been  avoided  had  the 
apothecary  been  a  partner  of  the  physician  and  not  his  servant. 

I  take  it  that  Professor  Froggart  had  in  mind  the  publications  of  the 
Colleges  of  London,  Edinburgh  and  Dublin,  which  contained  as 
heterogeneous  a  collection  of  oddities  as  could  be  imagined.  Many  of  those 
preparations  survived  for  no  other  reason  than  that,  as  one  early  edition 
said,  "long  custom  has  rendered  familiar,  and  antiquity  seems  to  have  made 
[them]  sacred."  The  work  was  published  by  the  College  lest,  "through  the 
unskilfulness  of  Apothecaries,  the  life  of  the  patient  should  be  endangered, 
or  the  hopes  of  the  Physician  frustrated." 

We  have  advanced  since  that  time  in  the  18th  century  and  gradually  the 
particular  skills  and  knowledge  have  been  recognised  by  pharmacopoeia 
commissions  which  have  numbered  pharmacists  in  their  ranks.  Professor 
Froggart  asked  some  very  searching  questions  in  regard  to  the  objectives 
of  the  present-day  course.  Do  you  need,  he  asked,  to  be  an  educated 
physiologist  to  dispense  a  drug?  Do  you  need,  he  went  on,  to  be  a  trained 
administrator  to  run  a  shop?  In  fact,  should  "practical  vocationalists"  be 
educated  to  degree  standard? 

The  answer  given  by  the  speaker  is  that  degrees  for  pharmacists  are  a 
good  thing,  and  in  consequence  the  questions  answer  themselves.  But  there 
should  be  no  doubt  that  the  pharmacist  is  a  specialist  in  his  own  field,  and 
the  doctor  of  today  should  no  more  think  of  interfering  in  the  practice  of 
pharmacy  than  the  pharmacist  should  amputate  limbs.  I  congratulate 
Professor  Froggart,  and  commend  his  address  to  all  your  readers. 
He  reached  his  conclusions  from  a  study  of  history.  There  is  no  other  way. 


Standards 

Standards  of  education  in  pharmacy  have  never  been  allowed  to  stand 
still.  There  have  been  many  changes  over  the  years,  from  the  time — within 
living  memory — when  qualification  and  registration  were  achieved  somewhat 
after  the  pattern  of  Mr  Squeers.  There  was  a  long  apprenticeship,  the 
efficacy  of  which  depended  largely  upon  the  apprentice-master  and,  to  an 
even  greater  extent,  his  apprentice-master.  There  was  much  to  be  said 
for  the  standardised  training  of  a  college  or  institution  (though  that  was 
not  without  its  drawbacks)  in  that  subjects  which  were  so  eminently 
practical  became  academic  and  the  Squeers  philosophy  was  given  no 
opportunity  to  spread  its  wings.  Each  successive  edition  of  the 
pharmacopoeia  widened  the  horizons  and  the  need  for  a  change  of  approach 
became  evident. 

Pharmacy  was  fortunate  in  having  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  By  dint 
of  foresight,  perseverance  and  dedication  to  an  ideal,  Mr  C.  W.  Maplethorpe 
transformed  the  course  leading  to  registration.  His  approach  was 
single-minded,  and  one  wonders  how  much  might  be  accomplished  today 
were  the  same  pattern  to  be  followed.  We  may  one  day  find  another  member 
of  Council  who  will  hitch  his  wagon  to  a  star  and  devote  his  energies  to  one 
particular  field,  as  Mr  Maplethorpe  did  so  effectively. 
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Wrong  postage  causes  photo  delays 

An  increasing  number  of  Kodachrome 
films  are  being  delayed  by  the  GPO  before 
they  arrive  at  Kodak's  Colour  Processing 
Division,  Hemel  Hemps'.ead,  for  process- 
ing. The  reason  for  the  delay,  say  Kodak, 
is  insufficient  postage  stamps  on  the  mailer 
which  means  that  the  GPO  may  withhold 
delivery  until  the  excess  charge  is  paid  by 
the  company.  Kodak  is  concerned  as  the 
problem  frustrates  their  efforts  to  provide 
a  good  service  to  Kodachrome  film  users, 
and  obviously  increases  processing  costs. 

In  an  attempt  to  overcome  the  problem 
a  leaflet  will  shortly  be  included  with  all 
such  films,  explaining  the  reason  for  the 
delay  and  detailing  the  correct  inland  post- 
age stamps  for  unprocessed  films  in  stan- 
dard mailers.  These  rates  are : 

7 sf  2nd 

Film  size  class  class 

135,  828,  126,  110, 

double  3mm  8^p  65P 

Super  3  11^p  9p 

16mm  x  15m  roll  15p       1 1  p 

16mm  x  30m  roll  18£p  14p 

16mm  x  15m  magazine      22p  17p 

Zyloric-300  tablets 

Zyloric  is  now  available  in  a  300mg  pre- 
sentation from  the  Wellcome  Foundation 
Ltd,  Temple  Hill,  Dartford,  Kent  DAI 
5AH.  Each  Zyloric-300  tablet  contains 
allopurinol  300mg  (2  x  14  tablet  strip 
packs,  £4- 14  trade). 

Printing  change  on  Roche  capsules 

Roche  Products  Ltd,  PO  Box  8,  Welwyn 
Garden  City,  Herts  AL7  3AY,  are  chang- 
ing the  printing  ink  from  white  to  red  on 
capsules  of  Nobrium  5mg  and  lOmg, 
Mogadon  5mg,  Librium  lOmg  and  Limbi- 
trol  10. 

Mr  Tom  Nixon,  a  Bridlington  pharmacist, 
winner  of  the  Batiste  window  display 
contest  sponsored  by  Schwarzkopf  Ltd, 
flies  with  his  wife  and  daughters  for  a 
holiday  in  Portugal 


Presentation  for  Bic  razors 

A  modular  access  bar  has  been  designed 
for  Bic  razors  by  Biro  Bic  Ltd,  Whitby 
Avenue,  Park  Royal,  London  NW10  7SG. 
It  is  based  on  the  previously  succesful 
design  for  presenting  Bic  lighters  and 
writing  products  and  has  been  modified  for 
the  hanging  card  packs  of  the  Bic  razor. 
A  single  module  carries  8  packs,  but 
modules  can  be  slotted  together  to  carry  up 
to  32  packs  of  razors.  A  dump  bin  at  the 
base  carries  at  least  30  more  packs  of  3. 

Saxin  plus  100 

One  hundred  extra  Saxin  tablets  are  being 
offered  in  every  tube  of  the  Saxin  500 
size  by  the  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd, 
Ravens  Lane,  Berkhamsted,  Herts.  The 
outers  containing  24  tubes  are  designed 
for  use  as  serve-yourself  counter  display 
units.  The  offer  of  100  extra  tablets  will 
continue  only  as  long  as  stocks  last. 

Ronson  packaging 

Ronson  Products  Ltd,  Randalls  Road, 
Leatherhead,  Surrey,  have  extended  their 
"black  look"  packaging  treatment  to 
include  the  Escort  2000  hair  dryer.  This 
follows  the  packaging  style  set  for  other 
Ronson  hair  dryers — the  salon  mode  rigid 
hood,  the  stylerdryer,  Rio  dual  volt 
models  and  the  Ronson  600  pistol  grip — 
which  is  designed  to  give  a  distinctive 
Ronson  style  to  catch  the  eye  at  point  of 
sale,  emphasising  gift  purchase  appeal. 

Numark  promotion  phase  two 

Numark's  phase  two  promotional  offers 
will  run  until  November  27  and  will 
include  Kleenex  toilet  tissue,  Johnsons 
baby  powder,  Brut  33  Ultra  Dry,  Brut  33, 
Alberto  Balsam  shampoo,  Alberto  Bal- 
sam conditioner,  Ribena,  Nice  'n  Easy  hair 
colourant  and  Nusoft  tissue.  Optional 
extras  are  Hedex,  Angiers  junior  aspirin, 
Beecham  powders,  Veno's  and  Mac 
lozenges. 

In  addition  Numark  franchised  whole- 
salers, H.  B.  Dorling  Ltd  and  Martindales 
Ltd  will  have  the  following  products  on 
offer  to  their  members  until  December  10, 
Badedas,  Cow  &  Gate  baby  foods,  Style 
perms,  Palmolive  shaving  cream,  Pear's 
shampoo,  Philips  flashbulbs  and  Quosh. 

Continued  on  p676 


New  products 


Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Govinda  foam  bath 

Toomix  Ltd,  67  Alderbrook  Road,  Bal 
ham,  London  SW12,  have  introduced  a 
range  of  foaming  bath  liquids  to  the 
Govinda  range.  These  liquids  contain  a 
foaming  agent  which  is  said  to  dissolve 
grease  and  leave  the  body  clean.  As  with 
all  Govinda  products  they  contain  no 
animal  based  materials,  the  foaming  action 
is  produced  by  a  coconut  oil  based 
cleansing  agent  and  other  ingredients  in- 
clude extracts  of  burdock,  juniper,  birch, 
camomile,  marigold,  avocado,  water  soft- 
ener and  natural  preservatives.  There 
are  five  fragrances  available — patchouli, 
sandalwood,  musk  rose,  jasmine  and  herbs, 
sold  in  150cc  clear  pvc  squeeze  bottles  at 
a  trade  price  of  33p  per  bottle. 


on  TV 
next  week 


Ln — London;  M — Midlands;  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y — Yorkshire;  Sc — Scotland;  WW — Wales  and 
West;  So — South;  NE — North-east;  A — Anglia; 
U— Ulster;  We— Westward;  B— Border; 
G — Grampian'  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Island 

Amber:  All  except  E 
Anadin:  All  except  E 
Askit  powders:  Sc,  G 
Aspro  Clear:  All  areas 
Atrixo:  All  except  E 

Beecham  powders:  All  except  WW,  So, 
We,  CI 

Bic  razors:  All  except  E 

Braun:  All  except  E 

Chique:  All  except  E 

Crest  toothpaste:  So 

Denclen:  So 

Disprin:  All  except  E,  U 

Div:  Dent:  All  except  So,  E 

Gerber  baby  foods:  Ln.  Lc,  Y,  NE 

Herbal  Sensation:  WW 

Imperial  Leather  foam:  All  except  E 

Laughter:  All  except  E 

Lucozade:  All  except  E,  CI 

Kodak  camera  outfits:  All  except  E 

Mac  lozenges:  M,  Lc,  Y,  So,  NE 

Macleans  toothpaste:  All  except  E,  C 

Milton  crystals:  U 

Miranda  foam  bath:  Y 

Milgard:  M 

Night  Nurse:  All  except  E 

Oil  of  Ulay:  All  areas 

Old  Spice:  All  areas 

Philips  Hometrim:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  NE 

Philips  Ladyshave:  Ln,  M,  So,  WW 

Philips  Phiiishave:  All  areas 

Polaroid  Colour  Swinger:  All  areas 

Sequana:  Lc 

Signal:  All  areas 

Silvikrln  shampoo:  All  except  E,  CI 

Tabac:  All  except  U,  E 

Us  anti-perspirant:  All  areas 

Us  shampoo:  All  areas 

Yardley  colour  cosmetics:  All  except  E 

Zendiq:  All  areas 


3  November  1976 


Chemist  &  Druggist  675 


Hell  tell  you  why  these  soothers 
conform  to  the  new  British  Standard. 


Because  Griptight  are  the  only  soothers  that  conform  to  his  standards. 


He  may  not  be  able  to  explain  the 
technicalities.  But  he's  found  that  they're 
comfortable,  safe,  and  after  much  determined 
use,  extremely  strong. 

His  mum  is  also  delighted  with  the  safety, 


hygiene,  reliability  and  strength  of  Griptight 
soothers.  All  of  which  show  why  Griptight 
Hushmaster,  Orthodontic  and  Flexi-ring  are 
produced  to  the  new  British  Standards  and 
set  a  new  level  of  soother  safety. 


Griptight  Hushmaster. 

Revolutionary  all  rubber 
one  piece  soother. 
With  better  mouthpiece, 
extra  large  shield  and  new 
handpiece.  Soft  yet  strong. 
And  because  it  can  be 
boiled— very  hygienic. 


Griptight  Orthodontic. 

Scientifically  designed  to 
improve  palate  development, 
help  breathing  and  prevent 
colic. Can  be  boiled  and  still 
withstand  a  pull  of  14lbs. 

Griptight  Flexi-ring. 

With  new  miracle  hinge. 
Virtually  unbreakable, 
the  hinge  has  been  test- 
ed to  withstand  50,000 
flexes.  Pure  latex  teat 
takes  a  22 lb. pull  even 
after  repeated  boilings. 
The  Flexi-ring  isalso 
available  as  a  rattle 
soother. 


Griptight  Soothers 

Stock  and  sell  Griptight,  the  soothers  that  protect 
your  good  name  and  your  profits. 

Order  now  from  your  usuat  wholesaler— and  don't 
forget  the  other  Griptight  products:  Fref  lo  Teats,  Fref  lo 
Bottles,  Sof'down  and  Super  Sof'down  Disposable 
Nappies  and  Sof'down  Tiepants. 

Lewis  Wbolf  Griptight  Limited, 
Home  Sales  Department,  144  Oakf  ield  Road,  Selly  Oak, 
Birmingham  B29  7EE.Tel:  021-472  421  l.Telex:  338666. 
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Outdoor  Girl  fashion  shades 

Six  new  shades  have  been  added  to  the 
range  of  eye  shadows  from  Outdoor  Girl, 
Hook  Rise,  Kingston  by-pass,  Surbiton, 
Surrey  KT6  7LU. 

Four  additions  to  the  matt  and  pearl 
shadows  mean  that  they  now  offer  sixteen 
colour  choices  at  21p  each.  The  new  matt 
shades  are  slate  blue  and  sea  blue,  and 
the  new  pearl  shades  are  aquarius  and 
white.  Two  colours  have  also  been  added 
to  the  shadow  stick  range,  jade  and  aqua, 
making  a  choice  of  ten  at  20p  each. 

Outdoor  Girl  have  also  put  their  Total 
Finish  foundation  on  a  double  size  tube 
offer,  selling  at  40p.  The  tube  contains 
76g  compared  with  the  contents  of  the 
standard  tube  of  38g  which  costs  35p. 
The  shades  available  on  offer  are  fair, 
peach,  beige  and  bronze. 

Optrex  sponsoring  expedition 

The  all-woman  expedition  to  the  Great 
Atrato  Swamp  in  Colombia  is  being  sup- 
plied with  eye  care  products  by  Optrex 
Ltd,  Wadsworth  Road,  Peri  vale,  Middlesex. 
The  nine  woman  team  which  is  due  to 
leave  Britain  in  January  1977,  will  take 
Optrex  eye  lotion,  Optrex  eye  drops  and 
Eye  Dew  eye  drops  with  them  to  help 
them  cope  with  the  considerable  problems 
of  heat,  humidity,  'brilliant  sunshine  and 
water  reflection  which  they  expect  to  face 
while  filming  the  wildlife  of  the  area. 

Maybelline  lipsticks 

Maybelline  are  promoting  a  new  collection 
of  lipsticks  called  "Farmer  Browns"  to 
meet  the  expected  consumer  demand  this 
season  for  brown  shades.  These  will  be 
sold  into  the  stores  in  a  Selfasta  unit  con- 
taining three  dozen  lipsticks,  9  units  of 
each  of  the  4  shades — fresh  farmer  brown, 
fresh  frosty  pumpkin,  fresh  honey  frost 
and  fresh  berries. 

Slender  promotion 

The  Carnation  Foods  Co  Ltd,  1 1  High 
Road,  London  N2  8AW,  have  announced 
an  early  winter  promotion  of  Slender 
offering  a  free  calorie  wall  chart  and  a 


£1,000  diamond  competition.  By  sending 
two  pack  tops  together  with  an  entry  form 
purchasers  of  Slender  will  be  able  to  enter 
the  "Gain  a  stone"  competition,  which 
requires  entrants  to  place  six  Slender 
attributes  in  what  they  consider  to  be 
their  order  of  importance  and  add  a 
seventh  of  their  own.  Entry  forms  will  be 
available  at  point  of  sale  where  additional 
material  will  highlight  the  promotion.  This 
offer  closes  on  January  31  and  will  overlap 
the  next  burst  of  television  advertising 
which  starts  in  January. 

Petal  6p-oft  wrapper 

Petal  toilet  tissue,  from  Bowater-Scott 
Corporation  Ltd,  68  Knightsbridge,  Lon- 
don SW1X  7LR,  is  being  offered  with  a 
6p-off-next-purchase  wrapper  until  the 
end  of  December. 


Resorption 


ALTACITE  PLUS  tablets 

Manufacturer  Roussel  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Roussel  House,  Wembley  Park,  Middlesex 
Description  Round,  white  to  off-white, 
peppermint  -  flavoured  tablet  marked 
"R364"  one  side  and  company  logo  on 
reverse,  each  containing  hydrotalcite  500mg 
and  activated  dimethicone  250mg 
Indications  Symptomatic  relief  in  dyspep- 
sia, flatulence  and  abdominal  distention, 
hyperacidity,  gastritis,  peptic  ulceration, 
heartburn,  especially  when  associated  with 
reflux  oesophagitis  or  hiatus  hernia,  and 
heartburn  in  pregnancy 
Dosage  Adults — two  tablets  between  meals 
and  at  bedtime  or  as  directed  by  physician. 
Children,  8  to  12  years — half  adult  dose. 
Should  be  chewed  or  crushed  before 
swallowing 

Precautions  As  for  the  other  Altacite 
preparations 

Storage  In  a  cool,  dry  place 
Packs  Carton  of  5  polypropylene  tubes 
each  containing  20  tablets  (£3 -29  trade) 
Issued  November  1976 


Shopfitting 
rrxind-up 


Storeplan  for  Underwoods 

Storeplan  Ltd,  48  Towerfield  Road,  Shoe- 
buryness,  Essex,  have  supplied  standard 
merchandise  display  units  and  the  dispen- 
sary and  specialist  fittings  for  the  new 
7,000  sq  ft  Underwoods  store  in  London's 
Queensway.  Underwoods  specified  that 
Storeplan's  system  was  to  be  used  within 
the  overall  scheme  in  this  store,  the  largest 
in  the  Underwoods  group,  because  it  has 
proved  so  successful  in  their  other  stores. 

Storeplan  co-operated  closely  with  the 
Dupree  Partnership,  illustrating  how  two 
design  teams  can  work  together — and 
Storeplan's  ability  to  tailor  their  standard 
shopfitting  system  to  suit  individual  re- 
quirements enabled  Dupree's  plans  to  be 
put  into  effect. 

Display  fittings  and  units  developed  by 
Storeplan  for  other  types  of  retail  outlets 
allowed  the  wide  range  of  merchandise 
planned  for  the  store  to  be  accommodated. 
These  include  clothing  displays,  paperback 
units  and  fittings  for  sport  goods  and  hi-fi. 

Showrax  hold  leasing  rate 

Showrax  Ltd,  Tower  Works,  Northfleet, 
Kent,  have  undertaken  not  to  increase 
their  leasing  rates  on  display  equipment 
for  a  period  of  at  least  six  months.  The 
promise,  which  has  been  made  in  the  face 
of  the  recent  large  increases  in  the  cost  of 
extended  credit,  means  that  leasing  from 
Showrax  is  one  of  the  cheapest  ways  of 
modernising,  say  the  company. 

All  Showrax  merchandising  equipment 
can  be  leased  including  counters,  show- 
cases, checkouts,  trolleys  and  baskets  and 
special  display  units,  as  well  as  their 
shelving  ranges.  Rental  is  fixed  at  48 
monthly  payments  of  £29  plus  VAT  per 
£1,000  value  of  equipment  leased  in  the 
primary  period  of  four  years.  A  fixed  sum 
of  £60  plus  VAT  is  payable  for  the  whole 
of  the  secondary  period  of  ten  years, 
regardless  of  the  value  of  the  equipment 
leased.  Monthly  payments  are  an  allowable 
business  expense  for  tax  purposes,  the 
company  adds. 
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PHILIPS  REPORT 


PHILIPS 


GO  GO  GO  with 
Philishave. 

The  greatest  advertising 
ever  seen  onTVfor  personal  care, 

30  second  commercials.  National  coverage.  Over 
17  million  men  will  see  the  Philishave  Electric  Shaver 
commercials.  Now  on  air. 


THIS  CHRISTMAS,  Wl 
OF  POLAROID  CAMERi 


Polaroid's  biggest  ever  pre-Christmas 
TV  campaign  begins  its  five  week  run  on 
November  15th. 

During  that  time  30  million  viewers 
will  see  the  new  commercial  an  average  of 
nine  times.  It  features  the  Colour  Swinger  and 
repeats  the  sell  that  has  proved  so  persuasive 
in  the  past. 

A  demonstration  of  the  product. 

We'll  be  showing  your  customers  how 
Polaroid  instant  colour  pictures  add  to  the  fun 
and  excitement  of  Christmas.  Again  and 
again  and  again. 

And  while  T  V  is  making  sure  your 


sales  take  off,  we'll  be  using  press  to  launch  a 
new  camera.  Polaroid  2000. 

Colour  advertisements  featuring  this 
low-priced  camera,  which  uses  SX-70  film, 
will  be  appearing  in  the  Radio  Times,  the  ne\ 
Sunday  Telegraph  Magazine  and  the 
national  press. 

As  for  the  point-of-sale,  there's  a  very 
pleasant  surprise  in  store. 

During  November  Miss  Polaroid  will 
visit  stockists  to  help  set  up  colourful,  hard- 
selling  Christmas  displays  for  Colour  Swinge 
SX-70  and  Polaroid  2000.  Please  make  her 
welcome  and  have  your  windows  ready. 


SENDING  SALES 

HE  ROOF. 


IRIIill 


Hi 

::.,\ 


Meanwhile,  don't  get  caught  with  your 
stocks  down.  This  is  the  time  of  year  when 
Polaroid  do  40%  of  their  business. 


With  the  help  of  the  TV  campaign, 
sales  should  go  sky  high. 

POLAROID  INSTANT  PICTURE  CAMERAS. 


Swinger  EE.  Colour  Swinger. 

Electric  eye  camera  for  Square  format  colour  pictures  in 

economical  square  format  black  a  minute. 

and  white  pictures  in  seconds. 


Super  Colour  Swinger. 
Square  format  colour  pictures 
in  a  minute,  black  and  white 
in  seconds. 


Super  Colour  Swinger  II. 
Colour  pictures  in  a  minute, 
black  and  white  in  seconds. 
Plus  built-in  timer. 


Super  Colour  Swinger  III. 
Takes  five  different  kinds  of 
instant  pictures. 


'Polaroid',  'SX-70'  and  'Swinger"  are  registered  trademarks  of  Polaroid  Corporation,  Cambridge,  Mass,  USA.  Polaroid  (UK)  Ltd.,  Ashley  Road,St.  Albans,  Herts.  Advertising  schedule  subject  to 
change  but  correct  at  time  ofgoing  to  press.©  Polaroid  Corporation  1976. 
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Problems  and  policy  in 
NHS  hosiery  supply 

by  J.  M.  Biggs  BA,  MSc,  T.  G.  Booth  PhD,  BPharm,  FPS,  and  I.  F.  Jones  PhD,  MSc,  MPS,  AMBIM 


This  is  the  first  of  two  articles  assessing  the  present  use  and  supply  of  compression 
hosiery.  Below,  the  authors  argue  that  a  static  professional  fee  and  a  decreasing  number 
of  prescriptions  for  NHS  hosiery  have  given  pharmacists  little  incentive  to  develop  their 
expertise  in  this  important  area.  Next  week,  in  a  cost-benefit  analysis  of  treatment 
methods,  they  discuss  whether  tights  should  be  included  in  the  Drug  Tariff. 


During  a  recent  postgraduate  course1  for 
pre-registration  students  and  recently 
qualified  pharmacists  primarily  devoted  to 
studies  of  the  NHS  Drug  Tariff,  it  was 
very  quickly  evident  that  many  aspects 
were  poorly  understood.  Whilst  this  atti- 
tude prevailed  over  both  the  detail  and 
the  philosophy  of  the  publication  as  a 
whole,  no  section  caused  more  difficulty 
than  the  field  of  appliances  and  in  par- 
ticular that  concerning  elastic  hosiery.  The 
Drug  Tariff  is  a  publication  which  is  per- 
haps generally  not  used  to  its  full 
potential  in  the  undergraduate  teaching 
programme  and  as  a  consequence  the 
attitudes  demonstrated  during  the  course 
might  well  be  similar  to  those  held  by 
some  pharmacists  and  chemist  contrac- 
tors. The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  review 
the  elastic  or  compression  hosiery  market, 
its  position  with  respect  to  the  National 
Health  Service,  the  problems  faced  by 
contractors  in  dealing  with  hosiery  and 
hosiery  prescriptions  and  finally  to  eval- 
uate the  use  of  surgical/elastic  hosiery  as 
a  therapeutic  or  prophylactic  measure  in 
the  treatment  of  venous  disorders  and 
associated  conditions. 

The  hosiery  market 

The  hosiery  market  can  be  divided  into 
three  distinct  categories  :  regular  or  fashion 
hosiery,  support  hosiery,  and  elastic  or 
surgical  hosiery.  Regular  hosiery  is  usually 
made  from  nylon  yarns  and  has  a  purely 
cosmetic  function.  Support  hosiery  is  nor- 
mally made  from  yarns  having  a  central 
core  of  a  man-made  elastomeric  (poly- 
urethane-based)  fibre.  These  usually  pro- 
vide only  very  mild  support  and  can  con- 
ceal leg  blemishes.  There  is  no  generally 
recognised  medical  or  indeed  other  specifi- 
cation which  defines  what  a  "support" 
hosiery  garment  entails. 

The  use  of  elastic  hosiery  is  one  of  a 
number  of  treatments  for  dealing  with  the 
problem  of  varicose  veins  and  associated 
disorders.  A  recent  article2  described  vari- 
cose veins  as  probably  the  commonest  as 
well  as  worst  treated  disorder  presenting  to 


Mr  Biggs  is  undertaking  research  on  the 
Drug  Tariff  as  part  of  an  external  PhD 
degree,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr  Booth 
and  Dr  Jones,  pharmacy  practice  research 
unit,  postgraduate  school  of  studies  in 
pharmacy,  University  of  Bradford. 


general  surgeons.  Although  the  extent  to 
which  the  British  population  suffers  from 
varicosities  is  not  known  with  certainty  it 
is  thought  to  be  several  millions  and 
indeed  up  to  one  in  five  adult  males  and 
one  in  four  females  are  likely  to  be 
affected.  Patients  tend  to  disregard  early 


symptoms  of  varicose  conditions  resulting 
in  later  demands  for  more  urgent  and 
expensive  forms  of  treatment.  Prescribed 
treatment  might  be  undertaken  for  therapy, 
management  or  cosmetic  reasons,  because 
of  other  symptoms  (such  as  ulceration, 
phlebitis,  varicose  eczema,  night  cramps 
and  others)  or  for  a  combination. 
The  hosiery  market  as  far  as  health  care 


is  concerned  is  difficult  to  define  com- 
pletely. At  one  end  of  the  spectrum 
elastic  hosiery  exists  for  the  management 
and  control  of  venous  disease  whilst  at  the 
other  end  support  hosiery  exists  as  a  larger 
but  essentially  cosmetic  and  palliative 
market.  In  this  particular  issue  it  would 
be  pertinent  to  stress  that  whilst  words 
such  as  "pantie-hose",  "fashion",  "elas- 
tic" and  "support"  may  be  clear  to  some 
there  is  no  doubt  that  terminology  in  the 
market  is  confusing.  One  contribution  at 
least  from  this  paper  would  be  a  plea  for 
standardisation  and  clarification  of  termi- 
nology by  all  concerned  in  both  the 
literature  and  debate  on  the  subject. 

To  this  end  the  paper  will  equate 
"pantie-hose"  with  tights  worn  bilaterally, 
and  "stockings"  as  unilateral  garments  for 
single  or  two-leg  use. 

Structure 

Hosiery  garments  are  knitted  from  yarns 
which  have  a  central  core  enclosed  within 
a  cover  of  nylon  or  cotton  fibres.  The 
central  core  has  stretch  and  regain 
properties  the  extent  of  which  is  con- 
trolled by  the  covering  material.  The 
terms  "elastic  hosiery"  and  "surgical 
hosiery"  are  regarded  by  the  industry  as 
synonymous  and  refer  to  garments  having 
a  central  core  of  natural  rubber  covered 
by  nylon  or  cotton. 

Elastic  or  surgical  hosiery  is  clearly  de- 
fined in  the  Drug  Tariff  and  is  designed 
for  the  prophylaxis  and  relief  of  venous 
disorders  such  as  varicose  veins.  Drug 
Tariff  garments  are  made  exclusively  from 
elastic  yarns  as  defined  above.  The  avail- 
ability of  Tariff  hosiery  is  limited  in  two 
ways:  firstly  by  the  nature  of  the  central 
core  (rubber)  and  secondly  by  the  styles 
(thigh  length  stockings,  knee  caps,  etc) 
which  excludes  tights.  Other  styles  (con- 
ventional or  maternity  tights  for  example) 
are  available  for  supply  to  the  National 
Health  Service  but  only  through  hospitals. 

A  further  complication  is  the  recent 
emergence  of  new  terminologies.  For 
example  the  term  "elastomeric"  meaning 
any  fibre  having  stretch  and  regain  (rub- 
ber-like) properties  is  being  replaced  by 
the  terms  "elastane",  and  "elastodiene". 
Elastane  refers  to  polyurethane  based  elas- 
tomeric fibres  such  as  "Lycra"  or  "Span- 
celle",  whilst  elastodiene  refers  to  rubber. 
As  far  as  this  paper  is  concerned  "com- 
pression hosiery"  refers  to  styles  of  hosiery 
giving  leg  compression  irrespective  of  the 
materials  used  in  manufacture. 

Some  details  of  the  total  hosiery  market 
are  given  in  table  1,  which  shows  the 
almost  diametric  swing  from  stockings  to 
a  90  per  cent  preference  for  tights  or 
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Table  1.  UK  hosiery:  Total  market  (millions  of  pairs) 

Type            1968         1969         1970         1971         1972  1973  1974 

No    %    No    %    No    %    No    %    No    %  No    %  No  % 

Tights  and         116    25    215    52    404    70    518    83    590    88  691    91  732  91 
pantie-hose 

Stockings          351    75    196    48    171    30    105    17      80    12  69     9  71  9 

Total                467  100    411  100    575  100    623  100    670  100  760  100  803  100 

Sources:  1968,  1969:  Retail  Business".  Estimate  for  1969  based  on  January/September 
data.  1970  onwards:  Private  communication4 


jantie-hose.  Customer  preference  in  this 
natter,  whether  for  fashion,  comfort  or 
)ther  reasons,  should  be  correlated  with 
nedical  patient  acceptability  for  control 
)r  therapeutic  hosiery,  a  point  to  be  con- 
iidered  later.  Market  evaluation  of  the 
igures  suggests  that  whereas  the  initial 
popularity  of  tights  was  related  to  the 
T.ini-skirt  fashion,  the  evidence  is  that 
;ven  with  the  return  to  longer  skirts  the 
iemand  for  tights  is  maintained. 

Whilst  the  total  hosiery  market  is 
approximately  800  million  pairs  annually 
table  1),  the  market  for  compression 
hosiery  is  less  easily  defined.  One  source' 
quotes  this  at  about  18  million  pairs 
annually  with  a  turnover  of  £18m.  A 
breakdown  is  given  in  table  2. 

Of  the  health  care  market  therefore,  94 
per  cent  is  obtained  other  than  via  the 
NHS  prescription  (FP10),  and  83  per  cent 
is  in  the  form  of  tights.  The  same  source 
also  estimates  chemist  contractors'  share 
of  the  non-NHS  market  as  low  as  5-10 
per  cent,  assessing  them,  therefore,  as  sup- 
pliers of  about  13  per  cent  of  the  total 
compression  hosiery  market. 

Economic  trends 

Analysis  of  NHS  prescriptions  dispensed 
produces  some  economic  trends  of  interest. 
It  is  usual  for  the  pharmacy  owner  to  con- 
sider that  he  is  virtually  the  exclusive  con- 
tractor to  the  State  for  dispensing  NHS  pre- 
scriptions. Whilst  this  is  generally  true, 
as  depicted  in  table  2,  there  is  competition 
as  far  as  the  supply  of  hosiery  and  other 
appliances  and  dressings  are  concerned 
from  establishments  contracted  to  .supply 
appliances  only.  Table  3  shows  details  of 
the  total  prescriptions  dispensed  by  all 
"chemist  contractors",  with  prescriptions 
for  elastic  hosiery.  The  data  refers  only  to 
England  and  Wales  where  the  proportion 
of  prescriptions  calling  for  elastic  hosiery 
is  currently  about  0-4  per  cent  of  all  pre- 
scriptions. (It  is  unlikely  that  this 
proportion  is  significantly  different  in 
Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland).  The 
table  shows  two  distinct  trends.  Firstly, 
the  NHS  FP10  hosiery  market  has 
suffered  a  decline,  most  of  which  took 
place  in  1971-72.  However,  the  fall  of 
approximately  20  per  cent  has  been  con- 
current with  a  net  increase  in  total  pre- 
scriptions of  almost  12  per  cent.  In  1967, 
1  in  243  prescriptions  specified  some 
form  of  hosiery  whilst  the  proportion  has 
fallen  to  1  in  321  in  1974.  On  this  basis 
the  average  pharmacy  dispensing  30,000 
prescriptions  per  year  can  expect  to 
receive  five  demands  for  hosiery  per  month 
assuming  that  pharmacies  account  for  two- 
thirds  of  the  FP10  market5  (table  2). 
Whilst  the  average  statistic  is  one  which 
should  be  viewed  with  the  usual  reserva- 
tions, individual  contractors  might  reflect 
on  their  personal  proportion. 

The  economics  of  hosiery  supply  on 
National  Health  prescriptions  has  become 
less  attractive  to  pharmacists  over  the 
past  decade.  The  Drug  Tariff  lists  a  sepa- 
rate professional  fee  to  be  paid  when 
hosiery  is  dispensed.  For  thigh  length 
stockings  this  stands  at  £0-25\  a  sum 
which  has  remained  constant"  since 
October  1964.  At  that  time  the  standard 
professional  fee,  class  1,  per  prescription 
had  been  raised  to  27d  (approximately 
£0-11).  The  clear  differential  between  the 


Table  2:  Surgical  and  support 
hosiery  supply 


Source  and  Type 

Pairs 

No 

( x  10") 

% 

Chemist  contractors,  Drug 

Tariff  stockings 

0  7 

4 

Appliance  contractors, 

Drug  Tariff  stockings 

0-3 

2 

Non-NHS  stockings 

20 

11 

Non-NHS  tights 

150 

83 

Total 

180 

100 

Source:  Chemist  &  Druggist 


standard  fee  and  the  quoted  hosiery  fee 
which  reflected  the  extra  work  required  in 
making  the  correct  supply  has  been 
eroded  with  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
standard  fee  to  £0  -  248.  Coincidentally  the 
oncost  remuneration  remains  approxi- 
mately constant,  14  per  cent10  (the  rate  as 
at  October  1964)  of  the  then  net  price 
for  hosiery  (one  pair  lightweight  yarn  thigh 
length  stockings)  of  £1  -60"  almost  equal- 
ling the  present1"  10-5  per  cent  of  the  cur- 
rent'1 net  £2-26.  Thus  the  "gross  profit" 
has  remained  constant  at  approximately 
£0-48  since  October  1964,  although  a  mar- 
ginal decrease  will  be  seen  because  of 
the  increase  in  basic  cost.  In  terms  of  a 
direct  reward  it  is  understandable  if  phar- 
macy owners  are  dissatisfied  with  Tariff 
hosiery  supply.  (A  private  retail  sale  would 
attract  £3  69— including  VAT"). 

Additionally,  in  competing  with  the 
appliance  contractor,  a  pharmacy  owner 
is  unlikely  to  be  impressed  to  find  that  his 
competitor  will  receive  a  greater  gross 
payment.  Although  their  equivalent  "dis- 
pensing fee"14  stands  lower  at  £0-18, 
appliance  contractors,  who  on  average  are 
likely  to  handle  no  more  than  200  pre- 
scriptions a  month,  can  achieve  a  25  per 
cent  on-cost  due  to  the  application  of  a 
"sliding  scale"  rate15.  Appliance  suppliers 
can  receive  a  gross  payment  of  £0-74-5 
against  the  pharmacist's  £0-48-7.  Under 
the  circumstances,  it  would  be  reason- 
able to  suggest  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee  consider 
the  negotiation   of  an   increase  of  the 


Table  4:  Compression  figures 
obtained  from  NHS  lightweight 
thigh-length  elastic  stockings 

Thigh-length 
lightweight 
Position/circumference   elastic  stockings 

mmHg  kPa 

Ankle,  9in  22-5  3-0 

Calf,  13-5iri  18-5  2-5 

Thigh,  19in  (or6in 

above  knee)  1T0  T5 

Source:  Reference  21 


£0-25  fee.  Inflationary  increases  alone 
would  indicate  that  £0-50  was  warranted 
merely  to  equate  with  1964  purchasing 
power.  There  are  grounds  to  suggest  that 
this  fee  should  be  considerably  more,  even 
to  the  extent  of  a  balance  sheet1"  revision 
of  the  standard  fee  payable  (although  an 
enormous  increase  would  have  only 
a  marginal  affect  on  this). 

As  emphasised  previously"  an  increase 
in  the  professional  fee  (eg  for  hosiery  for 
the  reasons  quoted)  would  not  mean  any 
greater  global  sum  available  to  pharma- 
cies. It  would  involve  a  redistribution 
however  with  a  more  equitable  reward 
for  those  who  engage  in  this  aspect  of 
health  care,  a  side  which  pharmacy  neither 
can,  nor  indeed  should,  forget. 

To  give  the  correct  service  to  the 
patient,  expertise  and  time  is  demanded.  It 
might  be  argued  that  the  current  eco- 
nomic reward  coupled  with  the  piecework 
payment  philosophy18  (and  the  incentive 
to  through-put)  act  as  a  deterrent  to  good 
service. 

A  previous  paper1"  made  the  point  that 
however  good  the  product  and  specific  the 
prescription  it  is  the  professional  exper- 
tise in  fitting  and  patient  instruction  that 
is  essential  for  effective  treatment  although 
measurement  has  become  simplified  and 
most  hosiery  can  be  supplied  from  stock 
sizes.  Lightweight  yarns  for  mild  com- 
pression of  varices  can  be  provided  from 
a  knowledge  of  foot  size  only.  Manufac- 
turers suggest  that  for  the  standard  weight 
Continued  on  p683 


Table  3:  NHS  prescriptions:  totals  and  for  elastic  hosiery  England  and 
Wales,  1967-1974 


Change 

Change 

Total 

on  year 

Hosiery 

on  year 

prescriptions' 

previous 

Index 

prescriptions  previous 

Index 

Year 

(millions) 

±% 

1967  =  100 

(millions) 

±% 

1967  =  100 

1967 

271-206 

1000 

1-114 

1000 

1968 

267-378 

—  1-41 

98-6 

1-141 

+  2-5 

102-5 

1969 

264-172 

-1-20 

97-4 

1-122 

-1-7 

100-7 

1970 

266-577 

+  0-91 

98-3 

1-136 

+  1-3 

1020 

1971 

266-476 

-004 

98-3 

1-018 

-10-4 

91-4 

1972 

275  820 

+  338 

101  7 

0928 

-88 

834 

1973 

284-129 

+  301 

104-8 

0-922 

-0-7 

82-8 

1974 

295-385 

+  3-96 

108-9 

0-919 

-0-4 

82-5 

Note:  Includes  prescriptions  dispensed  in  pharmacies  and  appliance  supply  establish- 
ments. Source  References  6(1)  and  7  (2). 
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Tetbury  target 

Stanley  Bubb  is  right!  The  situation  in 
Tetbury  calls  for  action  not  words.  But,  if 
the  Society  has  taken  its  death  wish  across 
the  river  to  Lambeth  along  with  the 
museum  and  library,  one  cannot  help  but 
wonder  how  it  will  react.  Let  us  hope  that 
in  a  new  building  members  of  Council 
will  turn  their  unquestionable  political 
talents  on  to  the  world  outside  instead  of 
attacking  each  other. 

But  before  we  act — and  I  must  empha- 
sise that  I  am  in  favour  of  considering  the 
use  of  all  the  sanctions  available  to  us — 
we  must  clearly  identify  our  target.  It  is 
not  the  patient,  it  is  not  the  Gloucester- 
shire FPC,  it  is  not  even  the  doctors  (who 
after  all,  are  only  exercising  their  legal 
rights).  No,  sir,  our  target  is  the  Govern- 
ment, because  only  by  a  change  in  the 
regulations  can  we  prevent  endless  repe- 
tition of  the  Tetbury  disaster.  Successive 
Ministers  have  lacked  the  courage  to 
impose  a  solution. 

Our  job  now  is  to  convince  them  that 
we  have  had  enough  of  their  bureaucratic 
evasiveness  and  that  it  is  time  for  govern- 
ment to  govern.  But,  come  on  Council, 
give  us  a  positive  lead  to  follow. 

Vox  Popull  Ruralis 

Stanley  Bubb's  suggestion  of  a  strike  on 
December  1  and  demonstration  at  Tetbury, 
certainly  meets  with  my  approval.  But 
ought  we  not  to  discuss  this  at  our  next 
union  meeting  and  make  it  a  complete 
national  stoppage,  or  not  at  all? 

Keith  Hampson 
Godstone,  Surrey 

'Mixture'  envisaged 

I  beg  to  correct  an  error  which  appeared 
in  the  report  on  the  Scottish  Pharmacists' 
Conference  (October  30,  p599).  I  am 
quoted  as  saying  that  I  would  hate  to  see 
health  centres  in  large  cities ;  what  I  did 
in  fact  say  was  I  would  hate  to  see  all 
health  centres  in  large  cities.  I  visualise  a 
mixture  of  health  centres  and  general  prac- 
tice pharmacies  allowing  the  best  possible 
service  with  regard  to  professionalism  and 
availability.  D.  W.  M.  Davidson 

Blairgowrie,  Perthshire 

PSNC  appointments 

I  should  be  grateful  if  you  would  allow 
me  to  comment  as  succinctly  as  possible 
on  agenda  item  6  of  the  conference  of 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Committee  repre- 
sentatives on  November  21,  being  the 
resolution  from  Lincolnshire :  "This  con- 
ference calls  upon  the  NPU  Executive  to 
name  its  appointments  to  the  PSNC  in 
advance  of  the  closing  date  for  nomina- 
tions of  candidates  for  election  to  the 
PSNC  in  1978". 

Contractors  wili  recall  the  democratic 
wish  to  have  a  proportion  of  the  PSNC 


membership  elected  rather  than  appointed 
from  the  NPU  Executive.  Many  will 
remember  as  vividly  as  I  the  dismay  of 
seeing  its  implementation  by  an  election 
involving  candidature  of  some  members 
of  the  NPU  Executive  followed  by  the 
opportunity  for  the  same  contractors,  if 
unsuccessful,  to  be  nominated  from  the 
Executive.  Those  of  us  who  saw  this 
abstruse  point  and  protested  at  the  time 
met  with  little  satisfaction. 

In  the  event,  the  system,  whether  by 
accident  or  intent,  returned  a  PSNC  con- 
sisting virtually  of  NPU  Executive  mem- 
bers and  the  broad  desire  to  see  a  good 
proportion  of  non-Executive  membership 
of  the  PSNC  totally  aborted.  The  present 
resolution  before  the  conference  will  solve 
the  problem  and  can  in  no  way  be  unfair 
to  any  member  of  NPU  Executive.  After 
nomination  of  the  Executive  members  to 
the  PSNC,  its  remaining  members  will  still 
be  eligible  for  nomination  for  candidature 
for  election.  This  resolution  should  be 
supported  by  all  Local  Committees  and 
their  representatives.  I  trust  that  it  will  be 
carried  unanimously. 

T.  G.  Booth,  PhD 

Pharmacy  practice  research  unit 
University  of  Bradford 


Unichem  telegrams 

I  write  to  you  as  one  of  those  independent 
pharmacists  worried  about  my  future 
because  of  mergers,  takeovers,  growing 
multiple  chains,  etc — in  fact,  the  very 
person  who  should  be  rushing  to  his  tele- 
phone following  Unichem's  recruitment 
drive  on  television. 

My  worry  was  far  less  than  that  of  my 
locum  on  the  Saturday  when,  like  4,500 
other  pharmacists,  he  was  handed  the 
"overnight  telegram"  from  the  GPO. 

In  my  absence  he  made  repeated 
attempts  to  contact  either  myself  or  some 
member  of  my  family  to  have  permission 
to  open  the  telegram,  having  visions  of  its 
great  urgency  since  it  was  sent  "over- 
night". He  did  finally  contact  me  at  8  pm 
that  evening  after  a  day  of  unnecessary 
worry. 

Was  it  really  necessary  for  Unichem  to 
send  the  telegrams?  In  your  Comment  you 
gave  full  marks  for  initiative  and  inven- 
tiveness. I  give  full  marks  for  irresponsi- 
bility and  wonder  how  many  other  locums 
found  themselves  in  a  similar  position  to 
my  own.  Alex  Noble 

Arbroath,  Angus 
Unichem's  apology,  see  p699 — Editor. 


Hosiery  policy 


Continued  from  p681 


yarns  three  simple  measurements  to  select 
one  of  four  standard  sizes  will  suffice  for 
95  per  cent  of  patients  requiring  a  medium 
or  firm  compression  effect.  When  taking 
measurements  it  should  be  remembered 
that  even  a  healthy  leg  will  swell  to  some 
extent  during  the  day  particularly  in  the 
case  of  the  oedematous  patient  or  in  those 
whose  work  demands  a  standing  posture. 
At  one  time  it  was  considered  that 
measurements  should  be  taken  first  thing 
in  the  morning  immediately  after  the  leg 
has  been  rested.  Resulting  made  to  meas- 
ure hosiery  can  be  unduly  constricting 
because  of  leg  swelling  tendencies,  which 
in  turn  aggravate  the  peripheral  circu- 
latory disorder  under  treatment.  An  ideal 
time  to  take  measurements  is  now  con- 
sidered to  be  in  the  morning  after  a  short 
period  of  ambulatory  activity.  "A  stock- 
ing that  fits  well  in  the  morning  controls 
the  leg  during  the  day".19 

The  three  measurements  referred  to 
are  above  knee,  calf  and  ankle.  It 
would  be  helpful  and  expedient  if  the 
Drug  Tariff  was  to  show  clearly  the  exact 
positions  where  measurements  should  be 
taken.  Furthermore  the  Tariff  diagrams20 
could  be  improved  to  show  a  stocking 
complete  with  a  toe  section.  Cases  have 
been  reported  where  physicians  on  super- 
ficial inspection  of  the  Tariff  have  pre- 
sumed that  only  open-toed  garments  were 
prescribable. 

Surgical  hosiery  is  especially  tailored  to 
give  calculated  levels  of  compression  at 
various  positions  on  the  leg,  with  greatest 
tension  at  the  ankle  reducing  proximally 
to  facilitate  flow  of  venous  blood  to  the 
heart.  The  compression  for  lightweight 
hosiery21  is  shown  in  table  4.  It  is  clear 


that  only  with  correct  fitting  will  the 
calculated  compressions  be  of  greatest 
benefit  to  the  patient  in  the  management 
of  varices. 

Effectivity  of  the  garment  will  be 
ensured  by  correct  care  and  fitting.  Adher- 
ence to  manufacturers'  instructions  con- 
cerning the  fitting  of  hosiery  should  be 
strictly  maintained  and  pharmacists  should 
give  comprehensive  instructions  at  the 
time  of  supply  as  a  norm  of  their  health 
care  information  service.  Patients  should 
be  prescribed  two  pairs  at  any  one  time, 
one  to  wash,  one  to  wear,  so  that  the 
hosiery  can  be  worn  continually22.  Patients 
must  be  advised  to  avoid  contact  of  the 
stockings  with  oil  and  grease  as  these 
attack  the  elastic  basis  of  the  yarn.  Tulle 
dressings  which  may  be  applied  to  ulcera- 
tions must  be  well  covered  to  protect  the 
stocking.  Elastic  hosiery  should  be  washed 
with  a  mild  soap  and  allowed  to  dry 
naturally  avoiding  direct  heat. 
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Restricted  title  'debased'  by 
use  in  gift  token  scheme 
—  Ethics  Committee 


The  Ethics  Committee  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  has  expressed  the  view  that 
the  use  of  the  word  "chemist"  in  the 
national  launch  of  Sangers'  chemist  gift 
token  scheme  "debased  the  restricted  title". 
The  report  of  this  month's  Covncil  meeting 
says  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
restricted  title  was  being  used  prominently 
on  the  tokens  and  would  presumably  be 
used  in  any  sales  promotions  of  the 
scheme,  the  Committee  gave  considerable 
attention  to  the  matter. 

Eye  drop  labelling 

Manufacturers  and  APhOs  are  to  be  in- 
formed that  if  they  issue  leaflets  with 
eye-drops  the  Council  considers  the  fol- 
lowing wording  to  be  most  appropriate : 
"Notes  for  the  patient.  Your  eye-drops 
have  been  tested  before  issue  and  are 
sterile  until  the  bottle  is  opened.  In  order 
to  keep  them  in  good  condition  during  use 
follow  these  simple  rules:  (1)  When  not 
in  use  keep  the  bottle  closed  and  in  an 
upright  position  in  a  cool  dark  place ;  if 
ihey  are  kept  in  a  refrigerator  do  not 
allow  them  to  freeze.  (2)  Do  not  put  down 
the  dropper  or  allow  it  to  touch  the  eye- 
lid. (3)  Avoid  breathing  on  the  dropper 
or  into  the  eye-drops.  (4)  Do  not  share 
the  dropper  with  anyone  else.  (5)  Discard 
the  eye-drops  after  the  bottle  has  been 
opened  for  four  weeks  at  the  most." 

When  eye-drops  are  in  plastic  eye-drop 
bottles  with  integral  droppers,  the  wording 
should  be:  "(1)  When  not  in  use  keep  the 
bottle  closed  and  in  an  upright  position  in 
a  cool  dark  place ;  if  they  are  kept  in  a 
refrigerator  do  not  allow  them  to  freeze. 
(2)  Do  not  allow  the  dropper  nozzle  to 
touch  the  eyelid.  (3)  Avoid  breathing  on 
the  dropper  nozzle.  (4)  Do  not  share  the 
eye-drops  with  anyone  else.  (5)  Discard 
the  eye-drops  after  the  bottle  has  been 
opened  four  weeks  at  the  most". 

The  Society  is  to  write  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  commenting  on  the 
document  dealing  with  the  Government's 
review  of  the  family  practitioner  services 
complaints  procedure. 

The  Hospital  Pharmacists  Group  com- 
mittee considered  the  consultative  docu- 
ment, "Permit  to  work  system  for  piped 
medical  gases,  medical  compressed  air  and 
medical  gas  vacuum  installations",  and 
recommended  comments  to  be  sent  to  the 
chief  pharmacist  at  the  Department  of 
Health.  The  Committee  recommended,  and 
the  Council  accepted,  that  it  should  be 
pointed  out  that  the  regional  principal 
pharmacist  (quality  control)  should  not 


have  the  overall  responsibility  for  the 
quality  of  all  medical  products  used  in 
hospitals,  since  at  regional  level  he  was 
fulfilling  an  advisory  and  not  a  manager- 
ial role.  The  Practice  Committee  recom- 
mended that  it  should  be  emphasised  to 
the  Department  that  the  responsibility  for 
the  quality  of  all  medicinal  products  lay 
at  area  level.  The  Society  will  also  inform 
the  Department  that  while  it  agrees  that 
pharmacists  should  accept  the  extension 
to  their  roles  in  identifying  and  checking 
the  purity  of  gases  emerging  from  all 
terminal  units,  it  feels  that  before  that 
responsibility  can  be  suitably  discharged 
the  function  should  be  appropriately 
staffed  and  funded. 

Mr  D.  R.  Knowles  and  Mr  E.  R.  Tallet 
were  nominated  by  the  Hospital  Pharma- 
cists Group  Committee  to  attend  meetings 
to  be  held  with  the  General  Nursing 
Council  and  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion on  the  professional  responsibility  for 
the  standards  of  infusion  fluids.  The  com- 
mittee also  recommended  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  Pharmaceutical  Sciences  should 
organise  a  self-financing  symposium  on 
intravenous  fluids. 

A  joint  meeting  is  being  planned  between 
the  Hospital  Physicists  Association  and  the 
Hospital  Pharmacists  Group  on  "Radio- 
pharmaceuticals: Hospital  preparation  and 
quality  control".  The  Hospital  Pharmacists 
Group  Committee  recommended  a  list  of 
possible  speakers  for  the  meeting,  and  it  is 
to  be  sent  to  the  organiser,  Dr  P.  Horton. 

Newsletter  for  group  members 

A  monthly  bulletin  is  to  be  issued  to 
members  of  the  agricultural  and  veterinary 
practice  subcommittee  to  keep  them  in- 
formed of  developments  taking  place 
between  subcommittee  meetings.  Members 
are  to  be  encouraged  to  submit  items  of 
common  interest  for  inclusion  in  the 
bulletin.  The  subcommittee  also  recom- 
mended that  when  there  was  sufficient 
material  to  justify  it,  a  newsletter  should 
be  sent  to  group  members. 

The  president  is  to  seek  a  meeting  with 
the  president  of  the  National  Farmers 
Union  to  put  forward  the  Society's  policy 
on  distribution  of  animal  medicines.  The 
Council  agreed  that  a  practising  member 
of  the  agricultural  and  veterinary  practice 
subcommittee  should  attend  the  meeting. 
Council  agreed  that  the  booklet,  "Farmers 
and  pharmacy",  prepared  by  the  Society 
to  argue  its  case  for  pharmaceutical  super- 
vision of  the  sales  of  products  in  the 
"merchants  list",  should  be  sent  to  all 


13  November  1976  I 

members    of    Parliament,    the  National 
Farmers  Union  headquarters,  members  of 
the    NFU     technical    committee,  local 
branches  of  the  NFU,  the  British  Veteri-  | 
nary  Association,  the  Royal  College  of  J) 
Veterinary    Surgeons    and    the    national  ; 
farming  Press. 

The  Society  is  to  accept  the  offer  of  | 
Cooper  Agricultural  Division  to  provide  j 
a  course  during  April,  1977,  for  20  mem- 
bers of  the  Agricultural  and  Veterinary  1 
Pharmacy  Group. 

The  Society  is  to  write  to  the  Medicines 
Commission  expressing  grave  concern  at  I 
the  reversal  of  the  Commission's  previous  j 
decision  to  recommend  that  self-service  of  ! 
analgesics  should  be  prohibited.  The  new  I 
recommendation    would    be  inconsistent 
with  campaigns  promoting  the  safe  keep-  1 
ing  of  medicines,  in  which  pharmacists  j 
were  asked  to  participate.  The  Society  will 
also  write  to  Mr  Roland  Moyle,  Minister 
for  Health,  urging  him  not  to  accept  the  I 
Commission's  views. 

The  number  of  poisoning  cases  reported 
during  a  recent  "lock-it-up"  campaign  in  I 
the  north  west  had  been  a  reduction  on 
what  would  normally  have  been  expected, 
it  was  reported  to  the  general  practice  I 
subcommittee,  which  recommended  that 
the  Society  should  ask  for  details  of  costs. 

The  Society  is  to  urge  the  Department 
of  Health  to  inform  regional  and  area 
pharmaceutical  officers  and  regional  archi- 
tects  that  the  figures  in  its  schedule  of 
accommodation  for  pharmacies  in  health 
centres  are  guidelines  and  are  open  to 
negotiation  between  area  health  authorities 
and  contractors.  It  was  reported  to  the 
general  practice  subcommittee  that  the 
Department  had  already  been  asked  to 
notify  regional  pharmaceutical  officers  that 
the  figures  in  the  schedule  were  not  im- 
mutable, but  there  had  been  no  indication 
that  it  had  done  so. 

Regional  committees  to  be  wound  up 

The  Organisation  Committee  recommended 
that  the  Society's  Regions  should  be 
wound  up  once  the  proposed  new  regional 
postgraduate  education  committee  had 
been  established.  The  recommendation  was 
made  bearing  in  mind  the  current  financial 
situation  and  the  devolution  of  post- 
graduate education  activity  to  the  pro- 
posed new  committees,  which  would  result 
in  a  diminishing  function  of  the  regions. 
The  Council  would  be  seeking  the  con- 
tinued support  of  the  Society  regions  in 
the  organisation  of  Part  IV  courses  until 
the  new  committees  were  formed. 

Mr  Gordon  said  that  after  the  enthus- 
iasm of  the  early  years  none  of  the 
regional  committees  was  following  the 
lines  set  out  in  1968.  They  had  become 
educational  committees  only,  and  com- 
munication between  regional  committees 
and  branches  had  completely  fallen  apart. 
If  branches  wanted  to  get  together  they 
could  do  so  without  a  regional  com- 
mittee, whose  only  function  was  being 
taken  away  by  the  development  of  post- 
graduate education.  He  proposed  that  the 
regional  committees  be  wound  up. 

Mr  Darling  supported  the  abolition  of 
the  regional  committees,  but  urged  that 
other  activities  within  the  regions  should 
continue,  though  not  at  the  same  level  of 
expense.  The  amendment  and  substantive 
motion  were  carried,  thus  winding  up 
regional  committees  but  not  regions. 
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Mr  G.  Bowden, 
chairman,  Plymouth 
Branch  (centre) 
and  Mr  M.  G.  M. 
Madge,  conference 
secretary  (right), 
welcome  Mr  R. 
Dechazal,  president, 
Regional  Conseil 
de  Bretagne,  Ordre 
des  Pharmaciens, 
to  England  at  the 
start  of  the  Celtic 
pharmacists' 
conference 


Second  Celtic  conference  to  be  arranged 


Mr  Darling  moved  that  the  Organisation 
Committee  examine  ways  and  means  by 
which  other  activities  may  be  continued 
and  this  motion  was  carried  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  new  postgraduate  education  sub- 
committee had  recommended  that  a 
discussion  forum  should  be  arranged  on 
clinical  training  for  pharmacists  at  under- 
graduate and  postgraduate  level,  including 
discussion  of  the  objectives  for  pharmacists 
in  that  field  and  the  training  required  to 
achieve  those  objectives.  The  sub- 
committee had  also  decided  that  all  pos- 
sible information  should  be  collected  and 
collated  on  postgraduate  courses  which 
had  been  held  throughout  Britain  over  the 
past  five  years ;  that  opinions  should  be 
sought  from  the  subcommittee  of  the 
practice  committee  regarding  the  skills  and 
knowledge  required  of  a  competent  phar- 
macist in  each  aspect  of  practice  as  a 
basis  for  a  comprehensive  postgraduate 
education  programme ;  and  that  informa- 
tion be  collected  on  techniques  other  than 
group  instruction  from  various  schools  of 
pharmacy. 

Health  centre  accommodation 

The  Society  is  also  to  write  to  all  health 
centre  pharmacies  which  have  not  been 
covered  by  any  other  inquiry,  asking  for 
details  of  their  accommodation  and  com- 
ments on  their  suitability.  In  the  light  of 
that  information  the  Society  will  prepare 
a  schedule  of  accommodation  for  con- 
sideration by  the  subcommittee.  Mr  Myers 
believed  that  guidelines  were  followed 
rigidly  by  architects.  Mr  Stevens  replied 
that  Council  was  aware  of  the  tendency 
of  architects  to  regard  hospital  notes  as 
binding,  and  that  was  why  the  wording  in 
the  remuneration  referred  to  "negotiation 
between  area  health  authorities  and  con- 
tractors". New  schedules  were  needed  but 
they  would  be  for  guidance  only.  Mr 
Howarth  thought  it  difficult  to  be  firm  in 
such  situations.  In  one  case,  he  said,  the 
budgeting  had  been  for  19  doctors  and 
ultimately  only  14  had  gone  to  the  health 
centre. 

The  Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines 
had  told  the  Society  that  it  agreed  that  all 
general  practice  pharmacists  should  re- 
ceive a  copy  of  its  publication,  "Current 
Problems",  providing  an  economic  method 
of  distribution  could  be  arranged. 

It  was  reported  to  the  New  Legislation 
Committee  that  an  EEC  Directive  relating 
to  the  free  movement  of  medical  prac- 
titioners and  the  provision  of  medical 
services  in  the  European  Community  was 
to  come  into  effect  on  December  19.  The 
General  Medical  Council  had  indicated 
that  the  final  procedure  was  yet  to  be 
formulated.  Nevertheless,  the  Committee 
noted  that  difficulties  might  be  created  for 
pharmacists  when  dealing  with  prescrip- 
tions written  by  visiting  practitioners  and 
rscnmmended  that  a  letter  be  sent  to  the 
GMC  drawing  attention  to  that  fact. 

□  The  Society's  Tunbridge  Wells  Branch 
is  now  to  be  known  as  the  Weald  of  Kent 
Branch. 

□  Branch  grants  are  to  be  increased  by 
10  per  cent  from  April  1,  1977. 

□  Birdsgrove  House  is  to  close  for  Chirst- 
mas  on  December  22  and  reopen  January 
6,  1977.  The  weekly  charge  to  guests  is  to 
be  increased  from  £10  50  to  £11  50  from 
January  1,  1977. 


A  second  assembly  of  Celtic  pharmacists 
is  to  be  arranged  in  Brest  next  May 
following  the  success  of  the  first  meeting 
last  month  of  the  proposed  cross-channel 
Celtic  Pharmacists  Association. 

A  party  of  pharmacists  from  Brittany 
visited  Plymouth  for  the  first  assembly, 
organised  jointly  by  the  Brittany  Regional 
Council  of  Pharmacists  and  West  Country 
Branches  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
The  idea  of  such  a  cross-Channel  link  of 
Celtic  pharmacists  arose  after  the  recent 
advent  of  easier  communication  between 
the  two  regions.  The  conference  was  orga- 
nised by  Mr  M.  G.  M.  Madge,  secretary, 
Plymouth  Branch  of  the  Society,  who 
travelled  to  Brittany  last  October,  visiting 


Consumers  should  pay  directly  for  a 
larger  part  of  the  cost  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical seivice,  Mr  Noel  Baumber,  mem- 
ber of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Council,  told  Ipswich  Branch  on  Tuesday. 

Prescription  charges  should  be  increased 
or  a  surcharge  introduced  to  raise  money 
which  would  be  retained  by  the  pharma- 
cist and  not  deducted  from  the  global  sum 
as  another  form  of  taxation.  If  the  retail 
pharmacy  was  to  remain  the  focal  point 
of  dispensing,  money  should  be  injected 
from  the  private  sector  if  public  sector 
revenue  was  not  forthcoming,  Mr  Baumber 
believed. 

"In  collecting  the  prescription  charge 
as  we  do  now  we  are  aiding  and  abetting 
another  mistaken  attitude  in  the  mind  of 
the  public,  which  puts  us  at  a  disadvan- 
tage. The  charge  is  widely  regarded  as 
payment  for  the  medicine  and  deceives  the 
patient  about  the  realities  of  the  cost  of 
the  drugs  and  the  value  of  the  profes- 
sional man  who  has  dispensed  the 
prescription."  He  added :  "I  resent  holding 
the  poor  box  for  the  Government." 

The  lime  had  come  for  each  sector  of 
the  family  practitioner  services  to  offset  its 
costs  in  realistic  charges  to  the  consumer. 
Mr  Baumber  felt  that  nervousness  and 
childish  attitudes  towards  medical  consul- 
tation were  far  more  of  a  hindrance  than 
cost.  "A  system  of  charges  would  provide 


the  French  Council's  regional  headquarters 
at  Rennes  where  the  conference  was 
suggested  to  the  Breton  pharmacists. 

Among  topics  discussed  at  the  con- 
ference were  plans  for  future  cultural 
visits,  holiday  exchanges,  interchange  of 
speakers  and  the  formation  of  a  joint 
liaison  committee.  A  design  has  been  pro- 
duced for  a  heraldic  emblem  for  the 
proposed  association ;  the  central  figure  is 
the  Celtic  cross  intertwined  around  the 
base  with  the  serpent  of  wisdom,  with 
King  Arthur's  sword  Excalibur  resting 
against  the  cross  while  St  Anna,  patron 
saint  of  Brittany,  and  St  Pifan,  patron 
saint  of  Cornwall,  flank  the  central 
column. 


a  useful  filter  of  minor  ailments  which 
would  make  for  better  use  of  pharma- 
cists, relieve  the  pressure  most  doctors 
complain  of  and  save  public  funds  so  that 
cost  does  not  stand  in  the  way  of  necessary 
treatment." 

Mr  Baumber  went  on  to  say  that  present 
remuneration  was  wrongly  structured  as  it 
provided  no  protection  from  inflation.  He 
blamed  the  attitude  that  remuneration  of  a 
profession  should  be  composed  largely  of 
professional  fees.  Inflation  had  revealed 
that  an  oncost  of  10  5  per  cent  was  in- 
sufficient to  maintain  the  stock  in  trade 
without  making  inroads  into  the  notional 
salary  of  the  proprietor. 

"What  is  even  more  insidiously  destruc- 
tive about  the  contract  is  the  way  the 
balance  sheet  system  shows  up  apparent 
overpayments  for  which  it  compensates 
by  reducing  gross  profit  levels",  he  said. 
One  source  suggested  there  had  been  a  40 
per  cent  increase  in  drug  prices  over  the 
past  two  years,  and  at  least  36  per  cent 
inflation  had  been  reflected  in  NHS  pay- 
ments. Gross  profit  had  fallen  as  a  result 
from  25  per  cent  to  22  per  cent,  a  reduc- 
tion of  12  per  cent  in  profit  margin. 
Urging  a  return  to  a  "realistic"  oncost 
only  method  of  remuneration,  Mr  Baum- 
ber added :  "Pharmacy  can  survive  only 
for  a  short  while  longer  under  conditions 
of  malnutrition." 


'Consumers  should  pay  more  for  drugs' 


Department  of  Health's  views 
on  pharmacists'  role 
represent  'positive  advance' 
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A  discussion  document,  expressing  the 
views  of  the  Irish  Department  of  Health 
on  the  role  of  the  pharmacist  in  the 
community,  the  industry  and  the  hospital 
service,  was  presented  to  representatives 
of  the  profession  last  month 

At  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ire- 
land's October  Council  Meeting,  Mr  R.  J. 
Power,  reported  on  the  meeting  held  be- 
tween the  Department  and  representatives 
from  the  Joint  EEC  Committee,  at  which 
the  document  had  been  presented.  He  said 
the  views  expressed  represented  a  positive 
advance  in  the  specific  areas.  The  reaction 
of  the  Department  to  the  industrial  sector 
was  that  the  EEC  Directive  was  the  final 
word.  In  the  hospital  sector,  more  positive 
developments  had  taken  place. 

Mr  Power  then  quoted  from  the  discus- 
sion document:  "An  informal  working 
group,  representative  of  the  staff  associa- 
tions, the  employing  authorities  and  the 
Department,  is  at  present  examining  the 
question  of  a  grading  structure  for  hospital 
pharmacists  and  its  work  will  take  account 
of  the  submissions  made  in  this  area  by 
the  Joint  EEC  Committee.  The  results  will 
be  discussed  with  the  profession." 

In  the  community  pharmacy  area  the 
document  states :  "There  is  much  which 
would  be  regarded  as  appropriate  to  the 
role  of  a  pharmacist  in  the  community 
situation  .  .  .  having  regard  to  the  educa- 
tion and  training  of  the  pharmacist  and 
the  obligations  which  are  implicit  in  mem- 
bership of  the  profession." 

Mr  Power  added  that  it  was  suggested 
the  discussion  document  should  form  the 
basis  for  regular  fortnightly  meetings  be- 
tween the  Department,  representatives  of 
the  profession,  and  where  appropriate, 
other  interests  involved ;  the  aim  would 
be  for  proposals  to  be  prepared  for  the 
Minister  before  January  31. 

New  president's  objective 

As  previously  reported  (C&D,  October 
30,  p541),  Mr  M.  F.  Walsh  was  elected 
president.  In  thanks,  he  said  he  hoped  to 
measure  up  to  the  standard  of  his  pre- 
decessors and  would  strive  to  see  phar- 
macy elevated  to  a  higher  position  among 
the  health  professions.  His  main  objectives 
would  be: 

□  To  ensure  that  the  continuing  discus- 
sions with  the  University  of  Dublin  would 
be  finalised  in  an  agreement  soon. 

□  To  put  increased  emphasis  on  post- 
graduate education,  in  the  realisation  of 
its  great  importance  for  the  development  of 
pharmaceutical  practice  at  all  levels. 

□  To  persuade  the  Department  of  Health 
to  introduce  new  pharmaceutical  legisla- 
tion. 

Paying  tribute  to  his  predecessor,  Dr 
W.  E.  Boles,  Mr  Walsh  said  he  had 
served  on  the  Society's  Council  since  1964 


and  had  been  an  outstanding  president,  a 
man  of  singular  ability  and  intelligence 
and  a  man  of  purpose,  energy  and  cour- 
age. 

Mr  P.  Browne  was  elected  as  vice-presi- 
dent and  Mr  R.  Shannon  as  treasurer. 

The  following  committees  were  appoin- 
ted: 

Benevolent  Fund:  Miss  T.  Landers,  Messrs 
H.  P.  Corrigan,  G.  O'Neill  and  J.  Harnett. 
Certificates  and  Declarations :  Professor 
R.  F.  Timoney,  Messrs  Corrigan,  T.  R. 
Miller  and  T.  McGuinn. 
Adjudicating:  The  president,  ex  officio, 
Messrs  Corrigan,  McGuinn,  V.  Harte  and 
Professor  Timoney. 

Mr  Corrigan  was  elected  chairman  of 
the  Law  Committee  and  Mr  McGuinn 
chairman  of  the  Practice  of  Pharmacy 
Committee.  Dr  P.  Deasy,  chairman,  and 
Miss  B.  Murray  were  nominated  as  Coun- 
cil representatives  on  the  Post  Graduate 
Committee. 

It  was  announced  that  a  cheque  for 
£40,000  had  been  received  from  the  Higher 
Education  Authority — the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  grant  for  general  purposes 
payable  to  the  College  of  Pharmacy  in 
respect  of  the  1976  financial  year.A  com- 
munication had  been  received  from  the 
Department  of  Education,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  Statutory  Instrument  No  208, 
designating  the  National  Council  for  Edu- 
cational Awards  as  an  institution  of  higher 
education  for  the  purposes  of  Higher  Edu- 
cation Authority  Act  1971. 

Unethical  advertising 

Mr  Walsh  made  the  following  statement 
on  unethical  advertising:  "Council  de- 
plores the  unethical  and  unprofessional 
advertising  of  prescription  services  and 
medicines  by  some  pharmacists.  Advertis- 
ing of  this  kind  is  universally  regarded  as 
unethical  and  in  many  countries  is  expres- 
sly prohibited  by  pharmaceutical  legisla- 
tion. Any  claim  by  a  pharmacist  which 
draws  an  invidious  distinction  profession- 
ally among  pharmacists  should  be  abhor- 
red. The  highest  standards  of  ethics  and 
professionalism  must  be  observed  in  rela- 
tion to  the  practice  of  pharmacy." 

On  behalf  of  the  Council  and  himself, 
Mr  Walsh  paid  tribute  to  all  those  asso- 
ciated with  the  1976  Congress  in  Killarney, 
describing  it  is  an  excellent  and  well  bal- 
anced programme  of  scientific  and  pro- 
fessional topics.  "Each  session  was  well 
attended  and  a  very  high  standard  of  pre- 
sentation and  discussion  was  sustained 
throughout  the  week",  he  added. 

A  letter  from  the  Postgraduate  Educa- 
tion Committee's  director  revealed  that  the 
Committee's  book-stall  at  the  Congress 
had  taken  orders  for  78  books  with  a 
total  value  of  £494. 

Mr  Shannon  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks 
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to  the  West  of  Ireland  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion for  a  donation  of  £708  to  the  Bene-  > 
volent  Fund,  and  to  Color  Labs,  Limerick, 
for  a  donation  of  £100. 

The  Council  decided  that  the  attention 
of  members  should  be  re-directed  to  the 
rules  concerning  the  preregistration  train- 
ing of  graduates  following  the  degree 
course,  and  the  apprenticeship  of  students 
in  the  Pharmaceutical  Assistants'  course. 
Mr  Walsh  explained  the  basic  rule  that  a 
pharmaceutical  chemist  is  permitted  to  [ 
undertake  to  train  one  pupil  only  (whether  } 
graduate  or  apprentice)  at  any  given  time; 
where  two  pharmacists  are  employed  full- 
time  in  an  approved  pharmacy,  two  pupils 
may  be  trained.  He  hoped  a  sufficient 
number  of  approved  pharmacies  would 
nffer  facilities  to  students. 

FIP  resolution 

It  was  announced  that  at  the  closing 
session  of  the  FIP  Congress  in  Warsaw  in 
September,  the  following  resolution  was 
passed :  The  General  Assembly  of  FIP  re- 
affirms its  support  for  the  restriction  of 
the  distribution  of  all  therapeutic  products 
to  pharmacists,  and  urgently  requests  the 
World  Health  Organisation  to  encourage 
its  members  to  take  such  steps  as  are 
necessary  to  ensure  (a)  in  nations  where 
such  restrictions  exist  that  therapeutic  pro- 
ducts continue  to  be  distributed  through 
outlets  under  the  control  of  pharmacists  1 
and  (b)  in  nations  where  such  restrictions 
do  not  at  present  exist  that  the  distribution 
of  therapeutic  products  be  limited  to  out- 
lets under  the  control  of  pharmacists." 

The  registrar  reported  with  regret  the 
deaths  of  Mrs  James  V.  McKeever,  MPSI, 
and  Mr  John  Gerard  Duffy,  MPS.  \ 

The  following  were  nominated  for  mem- 
bership of  the  Society:  Miss  Bridget  Ryan, 
LPSI,  36  Pembroke  Road,  Ballsbridge, 
Dublin  4;  Mr  Patrick  Lalor,  LPSI,  The 
Pharmacy,  Dunshaughlin,  co  Meath ;  Mrs 
Eileen  Casey,  LPSI,  South  Douglas  Road, 
Cork:  Mrs  Yvonne  M.  Morrison  (nee 
Faherty),  LPSI,  Church  Street,  Cahir,  co 
Tipperary.  Mrs  J.  Thornton  (nee  O'Brien), 
LPSI,  was  restored  to  the  Register. 

The  following  were  granted  change  of 
name  in  the  Registers,  the  marriage  certifi- 
cates having  been  submitted:  Mrs  Joan 
Christine  Shea  (nee  Fitzpatrick),  LPSI, 
Mrs  Yvonne  M.  Morrison  (nee  Faherty), 
LPSI,  pharmaceutical  chemists,  and  Mrs 
Agnes  Josephine  McCabe  (nee  Calleghan), 
Assistant.  The  following  addresses  were 
changed  in  the  Registers  of  the  Society: 
Mrs  Yvonne  M.  Morrison,  LPSI,  to  Church 
Street,  Cahir,  co  Tipperary;  and  Mr  J.  C. 
Bannon,  LPSI,  to  Crover,  Mount  Nugent, 
co  Cavan. 

Sale  by  unqualified  person 

Miss  Mary  Claffey,  Castletown  Geoghegan, 
co  Westmeath  was  summonsed  before 
Kilbeggan  District  Court  on  October  27 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 
The  case  was  concerned  with  the  sale  of 
tablets  containing  sulphanilamide  and 
analgesic  tablets  containing  codeine  phos- 
phate to  Mr  P.  Cummins,  inspector  of  the 
Society,  by  an  unqualified  person  on  June 
4.  The  Justice  convicted  on  each  of  four 
summonses.  He  imposed  fines  of  £8  and 
allowed  costs  and  expenses  amounting  to 
£55-78  against  the  defendant.  Mr  Dominic 
M.  Dowling  appeared  for  the  Society. 
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New  computer  system  for 
four  wholesalers 

Four  pharmaceutical  wholesalers  in  Scot- 
land and  the  North  of  England  are  being 
placed  on  a  new  computer  system  by  the 
companies'  jointly-owned  service  company. 

Gleneden  Accounting  Ltd,  Carlisle — 
owned  by  Ridley  (Wholesale  Chemists)  Ltd, 
Hall  Forster  &  Co  Ltd,  James  Taylor 
(Irongate)  Ltd,  and  Raimes,  Clarke  &  Co 
Ltd— are  installing  a  128K  Century  201 
computer,  made  by  NCR  Ltd,  to  replace 
their  existing  Century  100.  At  the  same 
time  they  are  also  installing  six  NCR 
Century  8200  "mini-computers"  in  the 
parent  companies'  warehouses  at  Carlisle, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Edinburgh,  Clyde- 
bank, Dundee  and  Middlesbrough.  Some 
30  visual  display  terminals  will  be  linked 
to  the  "mini-computers"  enabling  customer 
orders  to  be  entered  through  the  terminals 
and  stock  availability  checks  to  be  pro- 
vided instantly. 

The  "mini-computers"  in  turn  will  be 
associated  with  the  Carlisle  computer 
which,  in  addition  to  maintaining  the  sales 
ledgers,  could  then  provide  management 
reports  from  input  produced  automatically 
on  magnetic  tape  by  the  8200s.  Gleneden 
will  then  be  in  a  position  to  produce 
stock  data  and  retail  management  reports. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  computer  equip- 
ment, valued  at  over  £200,000,  will  start 
to  be  installed  next  spring.  Gleneden  say 
the  system  will  improve  dispatches  and 
provide  the  retail  pharmacist  with  an 
invoice  with  the  goods. 

MP  United  Drug  acquisition 

MP  United  Drug  Co  Ltd,  an  associate 
company  of  Federated  Chemical  Holdings, 
have  agreed  terms  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Thaxted,  Essex,  site  of  Sofnol  Ltd,  and 
their  business  of  soda-lime  manufacture. 
MP  United  Drug  Co  claim  to  be  the 
largest  UK  manufacturer  of  speciality 
grades  of  calcium  chloride  and  to  permit 
continued  expansion,  production  will  be 
transferred  from  the  present  site  at  Strat- 
ford in  East  London  to  Thaxted.  The 
production  of  soda-lime,  which  is  mainly 


used  in  closed-circuit  breathing  equipment, 
will  be  continued  at  Thaxted.  Forward 
development  plans  include  the  manufacture 
of  an  expanded  range  of  high-purity  in- 
organic chemicals  for  the  food  and  phar- 
maceutical industries. 

Briefly 

Mr  J.  M.  Findlay,  who  has  been  owner 
of  the  Muirton  pharmacy  at  Crieff  Road, 
Perth,  for  the  past  40  years,  closed  down 
the  business  on  October  30. 
Milupa  Ltd  are  to  move  on  November  15 
to  Milupa  House,  Lyons  Estate,  High 
Road,  Cowley  Peachey,  Uxbridge,  Middle- 
sex UB8  2JA.  The  telephone  number, 
West  Drayton  48286,  is  unchanged. 

Boots  Co  Ltd  have  opened  a  new  store  at 
79-91  High  Street,  Falkirk,  giving  a  major 
increase  of  space  over  their  former  High 
Street  unit  which  they  exchanged  for  the 
present  site  some  two  years  ago. 

Appointments 

DDD  Ltd:  Mr  D.  G.  Phillips  has  been 
appointed  laboratory  manager. 
Optrex  Ltd:  Mr  Peter  Davies  has  been 
appointed  to  the  new  post  of  national 
accounts  sales  manager.  He  spent  the  last 
twelve  years  with  Gillette  where  he  was 
particularly  concerned  with  national  ac- 
count management. 

Smith  K!ine  &  French  Laboratories  Ltd: 

Mr  Alan  Sanders,  MPS,  has  been  appoin- 
ted area  director,  animal  health  for  the 
UK,  Middle  East  and  Africa,  with  effect 
from  December  1.  He  joined  SKF  eleven 
years  ago,  became  general  manager  of  the 
animal  health  division  in  1971,  and  last 
year  was  appointed  to  the  board. 
Fisons  Ltd:  Dr  Derek  Quantock  has  been 
appointed  to  the  board  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical division  as  director  of  medical 
affairs.  He  joined  the  company  in  1975  as 
head  of  medical  affairs,  following  two 
years  as  medical  director  of  ABPI  and  five 
years  with  Organon  International.  He 
entered  the  industry  after  seven  years  of 
general  and  hospital  practice. 

Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd:  Mr 

Michael  Watchorn  has  been  appointed 
Numark  retail  development  manager  and 
will  be  responsible  for  all  Numark  retail 
managements  services,  including  national 
promotions,  shop  development  and  staff 
training.  After  seven  years  in  retail  phar- 
macy. Mr  Watchorn  moved  into  sales 
management  with  Nicholas  Products  and 
later  Bovril,  and  immediately  before  his 
present  appointment  he  was  general  sales 
manager  with  Wilkinson  Sword  Ltd. 


The  new  Unichem 
branch  at  Exeter 
has  opened  two 
months  ahead  of 
schedule  serving 
chemists  in  the 
West  Country. 
When  fully 
operational  the 
34,000  sq  ft  depot 
on  the  Marsh 
Barton  Industrial 
Estate  should 
employ  some  70 
staff  and  utilise  a 
fleet  of  15  vans 
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Motion  to  restrict 
0TC  analgesics 

Over  30  Labour  MPs  have  signed  a  motion 
calling  for  restriction  of  analgesics  sales. 
The  motion  calls  on  the  House,  "mindful 
of  the  personal  disasters  caused  by  poison- 
ing due  to  the  adverse  effects  of  analgesics 
and  the  burden  the  treatment  of  these  cases 
places  on  the  already  hard-pressed  re- 
sources of  the  NHS"  to  urge  the  Govern- 
ment to  introduce  legislation  restricting 
OTC  sales  of  aspirin,  aloxiprin  and  para- 
cetamol "as  recommended  by  the  Medicines 
Commission."  Leading  signatories  are  Mr 
Jim  Marshall,  Mr  Tom  Swain  and  Mr 
Kenneth  Lomas. 


Treatment  lasted  2£  days 

The  average  time  spent  in  hospital  of 
patients  suffering  from  adverse  and 
suspected  adverse  effects  of  analgesics  and 
antipyretics  was  2\  days  in  1973,  the  last 
year  for  which  figures  are  available. 

That  was  stated  in  a  Commons  answer 
by  Mr  Roland  Moyle,  Minister  of  State, 
Department  of  Health,  who  added  that 
the  information  was  based  on  a  one-in-ten 
sample.  In  a  previous  written  reply  he  had 
stated  that  the  estimated  number  of  per- 
sons admitted  to  non-psychiatric  hospitals 
for  the  same  reason  in  1973  was  22,670. 

Baby  tonic  prohibited 

An  immediate  prohibition  is  to  be  made 
in  respect  of  Bal  Jivan  Chamco  baby 
tonic  believed  to  be  on  sale  in  Asian 
communities  (C&D,  November  6,  p613). 
That  was  stated  by  Mr  David  Ennals, 
Secretary  of  State  for  Social  Services,  in  a 
written  Commons  answer  last  week  to  Mr 
Patrick  Jenkin.  Mr  Ennals  also  said  the 
order  would  enable  the  forfeiture  of  the 
products  under  the  Customs  and  Excise 
Act  1952  at  points  of  entry  into  the  UK 
and  the  prosecution  of  any  person  selling 
or  supplying  it  through  retail  outlets. 

He  went  on  to  state  that  every  effort 
is  made  to  identify  illegal  dealings  in 
medicinal  products  but  language  problems 
present  difficulties  in  certain  areas.  Con- 
sideration is  being  given  to  using  powers 
under  the  Medicines  Act  1968  to  strengthen 
control  of  importation  at  points  of  entry 
into  the  UK. 

Mr  Jenkin  also  asked  what  checks  are 
made  on  pharmacies  in  Great  Britain  to 
ensure  that  all  medicines  sold  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Medicines  Act  1968. 
In  reply  Mr  Ennals  pointed  out  that 
inspectors  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
are  responsible  for  enforcing  the  Act  and 
earlier  legislation  being  replaced  by  it. 

□  The  National  Health  Service  (Voca- 
tional Training)  Bill,  which  will  require 
doctors  providing  general  medical  services 
as  principals  in  the  NHS  to  have  acquired 
prescribed  medical  experience,  has  been 
head  a  third  time.  The  Weights  and 
Measures  Etc  (no  2)  Bill  has  also  been 
given  a  third  reading  in  the  House  of 
Commons. 
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Vlarket 
Mews 

Fewer  magnesium  salts 

London,  November  10:  The  only  British 
manufacturer  of  magnesium  trisilicate  and 
of  the  heavy  grades  of  magnesium  oxide 
and  carbonate  has  ceased  production  of 
those  chemicals  to  concentrate  its 
facilities  on  making  insulating  materials. 
Light  grades  of  carbonate  and  oxide  are 
still  manufactured  by  another  maker  but 
it  appears  that  the  heavy  salts,  together 
with  the  trisilicate,  will  now  have  to  be 
imported.  There  is,  in  consequence,  a  sub- 
stantial rise  in  the  cost  of  the  heavy 
carbonate  and  oxide  because  of  the 
currency  differential;  the  rates  quoted 
below  are  for  spot.  Elsewhere  in  pharma- 
ceutical chemicals  several  of  the  sali- 
cylates, perborates,  carbon  tetrachloride 
and  glycerin  have  been  marked  up. 

Among  crude  drugs  trading  has  been 
quiet,  but  prices  were  mostly  firmer  to 
compensate  for  the  fall  in  the  value  of 
the  £  in  the  previous  week.  Buchu, 
Cochin  ginger  and  pepper  were  easier. 
Liquorice  was  scarce  with,  only  the 
Chinese  on  offer  for  shipment  at  a  peak 
price. 

Essential  oil  prices  remained  steady. 
Chinese  peppermint  moved  up  to  the 
level  of  Brazilian  on  the  spot. 


Pharmaceutical  chemicais 

Ammonium  acetate:  BPC  1949  crystals  £0.6454  kg 
in  50-kg  lots;  strong  solution  BP  1953  £0.1841  kg 
in  200-kg  lots. 

Ammonium  chloride:  Pure  in  50-kg  lots  £0.2121 
kg  for  powder. 

Amylobarbitone:  Less  than  100-kg  lots  £9.08  kg; 
sodium  £10.56. 

Aspirin:  10-ton  lots  £1.95  kg;  1-ton  £1.215. 
Benzocaine:  BP  in  50-kg  lots,  £4.49  kg. 
Bismuth  salts:  £  per  kg. 

 50-kg  250-kg 

carbonate  9.80  9.75 

salicylate  8.15  — 

subgallate  8.65  — 

subnitrate  8.87  8.80 

Butabarbital:  50-kg  lots  £11.84  kg;  sodium  £13.01. 
Butobarbitone:  Less  than  100  kg,  £11.24  per  kg. 
Carbon  tetrachloride:  BP,  5-ton  lots  in  largest 
drums,  £235  per  metric  ton. 

Cocaine:    Alkaloid    £448    per    kg;  hydrochloride 
£409.  Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 
Cyclobarbitone:  Calcium  £11.29  kg  in  25-kg  lots. 
Dextromethorphan:  £134  per  kg  in  5-kg  lots. 
Glycerin:  1   ton   lots  £621   metric  ton   in  250-kg 
returnable  drums;  5-ton  lots  £606. 
Magnesium  carbonate:  BP  per  metric  ton — heavy 
£550-£570;  light  £390. 

Magnesium  oxide:  BP  per  metric  ton — heavy 
£1,430;  light  £1,070. 

Methyl  salicylate:  £0.93  kg  for  5-ton  lots;  £0.97 
for  1-ton. 

Ncscapine:    Alkaloid    £26.80    kg    for    25-kg  lots; 

£25.00  kg  for  100-kg.   Hydrochloride  £30.00  and 

£28.00  kg  for  similar  quantities. 

Papaveretum:  £305  kg;  5-kg  lots  £300  kg.  Subject 

to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 

Paracetamol:    (Per    kg)    50-ton    contracts  from 

£2.60;   10-ton  £2.65;   1-ton  £2.75.   Premiums  for 

direct  compression  £0.13  kg. 

Pentobarbitone:    Less    than    100-kg    £14.69  kg: 

sodium  £15.88. 

Phenobarbitone:  In  50-kg  lots  £10.89  kg;  sodium 
£11.91. 

Pholcodine:  1  -kg  £432  to  £457;  60-kg  lots  £400  to 
£415  as  to  maker.  Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs 
Regulations. 

Quinalbarbitone:  Base  and  sodium  in  25-kg  lots 
£13.91  kg. 

Salicylic  acid:  (kg)  5-tcn  lots  £0.96  kg;  1  ton 
£0.97. 

Sodium    bicarbonate:    BP    £72.04    per    1.000  kg 
minimum  10-metric-ton  lots,  delivered  UK. 
Sodium  hydroxide:  Pellets  (BP  1975)  in  50-kg  lots 
£0.858;  sticks  (BP  1958)  E3.09J  for  50  kg. 


13  November  1976 


Sodium  nitrite:  BPC  1963  50-kg  lots  £0.8415  kg. 

Sodium  perborate:    (per   1,000  kg)  monohydrate 

£425,  tetrahydrate  £251. 

Sodium  percarbonate:  £338  per  metric  ton. 

Sodium  potassium  tartrate:  Granular  £797  metric 

ton. 


Crude  drugs 

Agar:  Spanish-Portuguese  £450  kg  spot. 

Aloes:  Cape  £1.26  kg  spot;  £1.22,  cif.  Curacao 

spot  nominal;  shipment  £1.78,  cif. 

Benzoin:  BP  £86.00-£87.00  cwt  spot;  £85.00-£86.00, 

cif. 

Buchu:  Rounds  £2.25  kg  spot;  £2.15,  cif. 
Camphor:    Natural    powder,   £4.85   kg,    in  bond. 
Synthetic  £0.80. 

Cardamoms:    (per   lb,   cif)   Alleppy  green   no  1 

£4.00;  prime  seeds  £4.20. 

Cascara:  £800  metric  ton  spot;  £730,  cif. 

Cherry  bark:  Spot  £800  metric  ton;  £790,  cif. 

Cinnamon:  (cif)  Seychelles  bark  £390  ton.  Ceylon 

quills  4  O's  £0.66  lb. 

Cloves:  Madagascar  £4,200  per  ton,  cif. 

Cochineal:  Peruvian  silver-grey  £14.50  kg,  spot; 

£14.00,    cif.    Tenerife    silver-grey    £18.00;  black 

£20.00. 

Dandelion:  New  crop  for  shipment  £1.16  kg,  cif. 
Ergot:  Portuguese-Spanish  £1.50  kg  spot;  £1.40, 
cif. 

Gentian:  Root  £1.50  kg  spot;  £1.45,  cif. 
Ginger:  (ton,  cif)  Cochin  £1,050.  Jamaican  (spot) 
£1,200.  Nigerian  split  £720,  peeled  nominal. 
Henbane:  Niger  £1,020  metric  ton  spot;  £980,  cif. 
Honey:  (per  metric  ton  in  6-cwt  drums,  ex-ware- 
house) Australian  light  amber  £560,  medium  £550, 
Canadian  £760;  Mexican  £570. 
Hydrastis:  (kg)  £10.10  spot;  £9.95,  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Rica  £4.00  spot;  £3.95, 
cif. 

Jalap:  Mexican  tubers  basis  15  per  cent,  £1.90 
kg  spot;  £1.75,  cif. 

Kola  nuts:  Spot  £240  metric  ton;  £220,  cif. 
Lemon  peel:  Unextracted  £1,950  metric  ton  spot; 
shipment  £1,850,  cif. 

Liquorice    root:    Chinese    £400    metric   ton,  cif. 
Russian  nominal.  Block  juice  £147  per  100  kg. 
Lobelia:  American  £1,010  metric  ton  spot;  £980, 
cif.  Dutch  £950;  £940,  cif. 

Lycopodium:  Russian  £5.20  kg,  cif.  Indian  £4.50 

spot. 

"faze:  Grenada  unsorted  £2,070  ton,  fob. 
Menthol:   (k)   Brazilian  £10.75  spot;  £10.50,  cif. 
Chinese  £11.50  in  bond  and  cif. 
Nutmeg:  (per  ton,  fob)  West  Indian  80's  £1,520, 
unsoned  £1,355;  defectives  £1,160  (nominal). 
Nux  Vomica:  £210  metric  ton  spot. 
Pepper:  (ton)  Sarawak  black  £1,390  spot;  £1,290. 
cif.  White  £1,575  spot;  shipment  £1,475,  cif. 
Pimento:  Jamaican  £1,500  ton,  cif. 
Podophyllum:  Root  £850  metric  ton,  cif,  nominal. 
Ouillaia:  Spot  £1.15  kg;  £0.95,  cif. 
Sarsaparilla:  Shipment  £1,700  metric  ton,  cif. 
Seeds:     (metric    ton,    cif)    Anise:    China  star 
forward    £620.    Caraway:    Dutch    £900.  Celery: 
Indian    £530.    Coriander:    Moroccan    £800  nomi- 
nal.   Cumin:    Egyptian    £470;    Iranian    £540.  Dill: 
Indian     £265.     Fennel:     Indian     £470;  Egyptian 
£235.  Fenugreek:  £145. 

Senega:  (kg)  Canadian  £13.60  spot;  £13.40,  cif. 
Senna:    (kg)    Alexandria   pods,    hp,  £1.40-£1.70, 
manufacturing,  £0.95.  Tinnevelly  leaves  faq  No  3, 
£0.28,  faq  pods  £0.27,  hp  £0.39. 
Styrax:  Spot  £4.20  kg  nominal. 
Tonquin  beans:  Spot  £1.35  kg;  shipment  £1.25, 
cif  (Angostura  type). 
Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £340  ton,  cif. 
Valerian:  Indian  root  £950  metric  ton  spot;  ship- 
ment £920,  cif. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £3.75  kg;  £3.60,  cif. 


Essential  and  expressed  oils 

Almond:  Sweet  in  drum  lots  £1.20  kg. 
Anise:  (kg)  £18.00  spot  and  cif. 
Bois  de  rose:  (kg)  £7.00  spot;  no  cif  offers. 
Buchu:  South  Africa  £155  per  kg  spot.  English- 
distilled  £250. 

Camphor  white:  £0.90  kg  spot  and  cif. 

Citronella:    Ceylon    £1.40    kg    spot;    £1.37,  cif. 

Chinese  £1.95  kg  spot;  £2.05,  cif. 

C  ove:  Indonesian  leaf,  £2.20  kg  spot;  shipment 

£2.15,  rif.  English-distilled  bud  £35.00  spot. 

Coriander:  Imported  Russian  £19.50  kg  spot. 

Dill:  £15.00  in  drum-lots. 

Fenrel:  Spanish  sweet  £9.00  kg  spot. 

Geranium:  Bourbon  £36.15  kg,  cif. 

Lime:  West  Indian  about  £8  60  kg  spot. 

Mandarin:  Nominal. 

Nutmeg:  (per  kg)  English-distilled  from  West 
Indian  £22.00;  from  East  India  £20.00.  Imported 

£7.00. 

Olive:  Spot  ex-wharf.  Spanish  £1,320  per  metric 
ton    in    200-kg   drums   ex   wharf;  Mediterranean 
origin  £1,290;  Tunisian  not  offering.  Prices  subject 
to  EEC  levy  alterations. 
Patchouli:  £8.50  kg  spot  and  cif. 
Pennyroyal:  £11.00  kg  to  arrive. 
Pepper:  English  distilled  ex-black  £77.50  kg. 
Peppermint:  (kg)  Arvensis — Brazilian  £5.50  spot; 
£5.35,  cif.  Chinese  £5.50  spot;  £5.10,  cif.  Piperata, 
American  Far  West  about  £20.00,  cif. 
Petitgrain:  £5.25  kg  spot;  forward  £5.00,  cif. 
Spearmint:  (kg)  American  Far  West  £10.00-£11.00; 
Chinese  no  spot;  £13.00,  cif.  Jan-Feb  shipment. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press.  i 


Coming  events 

Monday,  November  15 

Macclesfield  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Queensgate  Inn,  Alderley  Edge,  at  8  pm. 
Miss  Anita  Benn,  superintendent,  Liverpool 
Pricing  Bureau,  on  "Foul  and  dastardly  action". 
Mid  Glamorgan  East  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Criterion  Hotel,  Pontypridd,  at  8  pm. 
Mr  T.  Turner,  (Welsh  School  of  Pharmacy)  on 
"Plants  that  poison". 

Tuesday,  November  16 

Barking  and  Havering  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Oldchurch  Hospital  academic  centre, 
Romford,  at  7.30  pm.  Mr  E.  W.  Russell,  MRCVS, 
on  "Rabies". 

Brighton  and  Hove  Branch,  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union,  Langford's  Hotel,  Third 
Avenue,  Hove,  at  8  pm.  Mr  L.  Priest  (member, 
NPU  Executive  Committee),  on  "Survival — What 
you  can  do  in  the  fight  to  keep  pharmacy  alive". 
Bromley  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Eden 
Park  Hotel,  Upper  Elmers  End  Road,  Beckenham 
at  8  pm.  Mr  F.  J.  Nock  on  "Stoma  Care". 
Ealing  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Recreation  Hall,  King  Edward  Memorial  Hospital, 
Mattock  Lane,  Ealing,  London  W13,  at  7.15  pm. 
Dr  M.  Glatt,  (consultant  psychiatrist),  on 
"Drug  treatment  of  alcoholism". 
Teesside  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Postgraduate  Centre,  North  Tees  Hospital,  at 
7.45  pm.  Dr  B.  L.  Furman  on  "The  nature  and 
treatment  of  diabetes  mellitus". 

Wednesday,  November  17 

Crawley,  Horsham  and  Reigate  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Upjohn  Ltd,  Crawley,  at 
7.30  pm.  Dr  D.  S.  J.  Maw  on  "Recent 
developments  in  insulin  therapy". 
Edinburgh  and  Lothians  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Hugh  Nisbet  Building,  Lecture  Theatre  4, 
Heriot-Watt  University,  Riccarton,  at  8  pm.  Joint 
meeting  with  pharmacy  students'  association; 
prize  giving  ceremony  and  "Two  Hundred  Years 
of  pharmacy  education  in  Edinburgh  1776-1976". 
Leeds  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society  and 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union,  Parkway  Hotel. 
Annual  dinner,  speaker  Mr  A.  Howells,  (treasurer, 
Pharmaceutical  Society). 
Sunderland  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Postgraduate  Medical  Centre,  Sunderland,  at 
8  pm.  Dr  R.  P.  Graham  on  "Acupuncture". 

Thursday,  November  18 

Chemical  Society,  Analytical  Division;  Biological 
Methods  Group,  London,  annual  meeting  and  Mr 
G.  S.  Turner  on  "Rabies";  North  West  Region, 
Kodak  Ltd,  Kirkby,  at  5.30  pm,  joint  meeting 
with  Liverpool  section  of  RIC,  Dr  G.  I.  P. 
Levenson  (Kodak  Ltd)  cn  "Chemical  control 
of  Colour  Photographic  Processes";  Radio- 
Chemical  Methods  Group,  Hoechst  Pharmaceutical 
Research  Ltd.  Walton  Manor,  Milton  Keynes,  at 
10  am.  annual  meeting  and  "Design  and  safety  of 
radiochemical  laboratories". 

Friday,  November  19 

Chemical  Society,  Analytical  Division,  Western 
Region,  Wye  Room,  George  Hotel,  Chepstow, 
at  6.30  pm.  Mr  N.  Pearce  (University  of  Bristol) 
on    "Industrial  hygiene  and  analytical  chemistry 
because  of  the  Health  and  Safety  Act". 
Harrow  and  Hillingdon  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Himsworth  Hall,  Northwick  Park  Hospital, 
at  8  pm.  Wine  and  cheese  party  (tickets  £1.25). 

Advance  information 

International  Domestic  Electrical  Appliances, 

Trade  fair,  National  exhibition  centre, 
Birmingham,  May  24-27,  1977.  Details  from  D. 
Casson,  11  Manchester  Square,  London  W1. 
Slimshaw  seventy  seven.  Slimming  aids  exhibition, 
Earls  Court,  London,  May  13-18,  1977.  Details 
from  Klemetric  Displays  Ltd,  86  Westbury  Lane, 
Buckhurst  Hill,  Essex  IG9  5PW. 
Society  for  Drug  Research.  Symposium  on  "Drugs 
used  in  diseases  of  skin",  Chelsea  College. 
Manresa  Road,  London  SW3,  January  4,  1977.  at 
10  am  (fee  for  non-members,  £3).  Details  from 
Dr  Alma  B.  Simmonds,  35  Summerland  Grange, 
Summerland  Gardens,  London  N10  3QP. 
Copharm  (Pharmaceutical  industry  and  schools 
of  pharmacy  co-operative  discussion  group). 
Meeting  on  "Sterile  products,"  School  of 
Pharmacy  and  Pharmacology,  University  of  Bath, 
Claverton  Down,  Bath,  December  14  at  9.15  am. 
Details  from  Mr  Peter  Davies,  School  of 
Pharmacy,  Brighton  Polytechnic,  Lewes  Road, 
Brighton  BN2  4GJ. 
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BEAUTISALES  make  HEADLINES 


Jochem's  Hormone 
Hair  Preparation 

£8*40  per  dozen+VAT 
£1*14  each  retail 


Gill's  Medicated 
Dandruff  Remover 
Shampoo 

£1-92  per  dozen+VAT 
26p  each  retail 


Obtainable  from  your  local  wholesaler  or  direct  from: 

Beautisales  Ltd.  35  Old  Bond  Street,  London  WIX  4JH  Teh  01 493  2565/6 


WATER  SPRITE 
FACE  CLOTHS 

Showbox  of  20  assorted 
individually  wrapped 


PORTIA  CHEMISTS'  SUNDRIES 

Portia  Holdalls  &  Sponge  Bags.  Watersprite  Face  Cloths. 
Portia  Eyeshields  &  Goggles.    Manicure  Sundries. 
Loofah  Bath  Gloves.  Easifix  Finger  Stalls. 

Obtainable  from  your  usual  wholesaler — or  write 
SOLPORT  BROS.  LTD.,  Goring-by  Sea.  Worthing  44861. 


A.  NELSON  &  COMPANY  LIMITED 
73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1  M  6BY 

HOMOEOPATHIC  PHARMACY 

Tel.:  01-629  3118  &  3119 
Telex:  Hahnemanelson  Westcham  Ldn-268312 

Full  range  of  Medicines  and  Books  always  available. 
Answering  service  available  when  Pharmacy  is  closed. 


I 


ORALGER 


pellets  °  MOUTH  ULCERS 

RETAIL  PRICE  30p.  TRADE  PRICE  £2.25  per  dozen 
Available  from  your  local  wholesaler  and  from  Vestric  Ltd. 


I 


isements 


Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist, 25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 

Telephone  01-353  3212. 


Display/Semi  Display  £5.00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm). 

Half  Page  £200  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  Page  £110  (125mm  x  86mm) . 

Lineage  £1.00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5.00. 


Wanted 


WANTED  URGENTLY  Old  mahogany 
chemist  shop  fittings.  We  remove  and 
pay  cash.  John  Derham  Ltd.,  248 
Camden  High  Street,  London,  N.W.1. 
Tel:  01-485  6611. 

WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods,  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road,  London  WT1.  Tel: 
Park  3137-8. 


A.  &H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 

8     Northburgh     Street,  London 

EC1V  0BA.   Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 

Telegrams:  "Salvall",  London, 
E.C.1. 


Pharmaceutical  Antiques,  urgently  re- 
quired all  items  connected  with  old- 
fashioned  Pharmacies  —  runs  of 
drawers,  shop  fittings,  bottles,  jars, 
pill  machines  etc.  Telephone  Ashtead 
(Surrey  72319/76626,  24  hour  answer- 
ing service,  Robin  Wheeler  Antinques 
7  Gladstone  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 

SYPHONS.  Wanted  urgently  metal  top 
syphons,  large  or  small  quantities 
bought  for  cash.  Please  contact  R. 
Wheeler  as  above. 


— I  il  — 

Business 
Wanted 


30  MILES  AROUND  CENTRAL  LON- 
DON, substantial  Pharmacies  and 
potential  development  situations  re- 
quired. Quick  decisions.  Apply  In 
strict  confidence  to — Southshourne 
Ltd,  54  Old  Brompton  Road,  London, 
3.W.7.  Telephone:  01-584  1491. 


Miscellaneous 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 

Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear 
rings,  Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  ever  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


Business 
opportunities 


WE  ARE  a  well  established  Ethical 
Pharmaceutical  Company  in  Belgium 
and  Holland  with  a  healthy  financial 
situation  and  an  efficient  marketing 
organisation.  With  further  expansion 
in  mind,  we  are  n_w  interested  in 
adding  new  products,  either  finished 
or  in  developments  to  our  range.  We 
are  also  willing  to  consider  any  type 
of  agency  agreement  as  we  can 
offer  an  excellent  service  resulting 
from  our  many  years  of  practical 
experience  in  these  marke:s.  Box  No: 
2437. 


Please  mention  C  &  D 
when  replying  to  advertisements 
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Advertisements 


For  Sale 


Appointments 


Pharmaceuticals 

available  for  prompt  delivery 
ex  UK/Hamburg  warehouse 

Sodium  Salicylate  BP.68 

Sodium  Sulphacetamide 
BP.68 

Sulphanilamide  BP.73 

Phenolpbthaleine  BP.73 

Acetyl  Salicylic  Acid 
USP.19 

Antibiotics 

Formulated  Medicines 

ARCODE  LTD. 

Plantation  House 

Mincing  Lane 

LONDON  EC3 

Telephone:  01-623  7074 
Telex:  883476 


For  Sale,  Discount  Drug  Store,  in 
a  modern  shopping  precinct  next 
to  Sainsbury's  Supermarket  and  a 
very  large  freezer  centre.  This  is 
one  of  Bristol's  busiest  shopping 
centres  with  ample  car  parking. 
Turnover  for  previous  2  years, 
August  74-July  76  averaged 
£75,000  p. a.,  showing  gross  profit 
of  29%.  Rent  £1,850  p. a.,  Rates 
£1,000  p. a.  5  years  to  next  re- 
vision. Easily  managed  unit.  A 
snip  at  £15,000  and  stock  at  retail 
value  less  33%. 

Contact  Mr.  Palmer, 

Bristol  552966. 


Blank  Cassettes 
AGFA  ★  AMPEX  ★  AUDIO 
BASF  ★  EMI  *  FUJI  ★  HCL 
MAXELL  ★  MEMOREX 
PHILIPS  ★  SCOTCH 
SONY  ★  TDK 

WHAT  you  need 
WHEN  you  need  it 
From  ONE  wholesaler) 
Write  or  'phone  for  price  list: 
EPS,  75  HOLLOWAY  ROAD, 
LONDON  N7  8JZ 
(01-607  6059/3755) 


Our  address 
for  Box  No. 
replies  is 

Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square 
London,  EC4A  3JA 

Tel:  01-353  3212 


Shopfitting 

INTERPLAN  SYSTEM  80  modular 
shopfittings,  attractive  units  at 
attractive  prices,  complete  instal- 
lations. NPU  recommended.  Brochure 
from  OLNEY  BROS  LTD,  SHOP- 
FITTERS,  NORTHBRIDGE  ROAD, 
BERKHAMSTED,  HERTS.  Tel:  5417-9. 

SELF  SELECTION  will  increase  your 
toiletries  sales  sufficiently  to  pay  for 
a  complete  shop  modernisation.  As 
primary  manufacturers  of  wall  fittings 
and  counters  we  offer  very  early 
delivery  and  installation  in  just  one 
day,  or  overnight,  new  shops  or  old 
shops  or  part  shops.  Immediate 
quotations  without  obligation  for 
shopfronis  and  interiors.  Thirsk 
Shopfitting,  741-743  Garratt  Lane, 
London  SW17  0PD.  Telephone  01-946 
2291  (four  lines). 

FYNESTORE.  The  Chemists'  Shop- 
fitter  specialists  in  Dispensaries, 
Shopfronts,  Pharmacy  Planning  and 
ail  allied  work.  14  Mimram  Road, 
Hertford.  Tel.  54621.  NPU  recom- 
mended. 


Sales 
Representatives 


THE  COMPANY  Following  a  period  of  consolidation, 
Barclays,  the  wholesale  chemist 
group,  is  starting  the  next  stage  of  a 
planned  development.  We  now  have 
vacancies  in  the  Croydon, 
Edmonton,  Manchester  and 
Birmingham  areas. 
Considerable  investment  is  being 
made  in  the  company,  which  as  a 
subsidiary  of  a  major  public  company 
has  a  consistent  growth  record. 

THE  PEOPLE  AND  THE  JOB 

We  want  people  who  can  sell 
Barclays  and  themselves.  A  positive 
approach  is  needed  in  a  highly 
competitive  market  where  you  will 
be  selling  to  Professional  people  in 
a  Professional  style. 

THE  PACKAGE  You  will  be  paid  a  good  and 

competitive  salary  plus  an  incentive 
bonus,  and  a  company  car. 
Successful  staff  can  plan  a  pro- 
gressive career  with  a  forward- 
looking  company  where 
opportunities  and  results  are  related 
to  performance. 

Why  not  get  in  touch  with 
Jeff  Booth,  Personnel  Manager 
Barclays,  Prinz  House 
54/58  High  Street,  Edgware,  Middlesex 

and  ask  for  an  application  form 
by  phoning  him  on  01-952  2345. 


Himh 


Barclays 


SEX  DISCRIMINATION  ACT 

No  job  advertisement  which  indicates  or  can  reasonably 
be  understood  as  indicating  an  intention  to  discriminate 
on  grounds  of  sex  (e.g.  by  inviting  applications  only 
from  males  or  only  from  females)  may  be  accepted 
unless: 

1.  the  job  is  for  the  purpose  of  a  private  household,  or 

2.  it  is  in  a  business  employing  fewer  than  six  persons,  or 

3.  it  is  otherwise  excepted  from  the  requirements  of  the 
Sex  Discrimination  Act. 

A  statement  must  be  made  at  the  time  the  advertisement  is  placed 
saying  which  of  the  exceptions  in  the  Act  is  considered  to  apply. 
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How  to  get  off 
he  shop-lifter's  shopping  list. 


Shop-lifters  are  the  one  type 
f 'customer' every  retail  store 
vould  be  glad  to  see  the  back 

if. 

And  Volumatic, 
Europe's  leading  experts  in 
etail  security,  make  a  wide 
•ange  of  devices  that 
nable  you  to  do  just  that. 

The  latest  addition 
o  this  range  is  the  simula- 
;ed  closed  circuit  television 
system.  This  dummy  camera 
has  all  the  deterrent  effect  of 
he  real  thing  for  a  fraction  ol 
he  cost  and  trouble. 


Anti-theft  Mirrors 

Volumatic's  inexpensive, 
wide-angle,  convex  mirrors  let 
you  see  what's  going  on  in  all 
the  'blind  spots'  of  the  store 
and  also  act  as  a  strong 
deterrent.  Fully  adjustable, 
they  are  available  in  a  range 
of  shapes  and  sizes. 

We  also  make  two-way 
mirrors  to  give  discreet 
observation  in  'high  risk' areas 
of  your  store. 

For  full  details  of  these 
and  all  our  other  security  devices, 
write  to  :- 


mum 

Europe's  retail  security  experts 


Volumatic  Limited, Dept.  Gl , Taurus  House,  Kingfield  Road,  Coventry  CV6  5AS.  Tel:  (0203)  84217. 


Methanol 


Also  to  AR  specification. 


James  Burrough  Limited 

Fine  Alcohols  Division  60  Montford  Place  London  SE11 

Tel:  01-735  8131 


NEWBALL  &  MASON  LTD. 

Established  in  1850 

SPICES  AND  CULINARY  HERBS  IN  EVERY  VARIETY 
FLAVOURING  ESSENCES  AND  FOOD  COLOURS 

The  Famous 

EXTRACT  OF  HERBS.  LEMONINE.  GINGER. 
SARSAPARILLA.  DANDELION  &  BURDOCK 

For  Herb  Beers 

Attractively  packed  with  pharmacy  in  mind,  and  also 
available  in  bulk 

Detailed  price  list  and  bonus  terms  from 
Dormston  Trading  Estate,  Burton  Road,  Dudley, 
West  Midlands.  DY1  2BR.    Tel.  No.  Sedgley  2537 


solve  your  x  problems 

Olney  bros  offer  you  a  full 
and  comprehensive  service 
covering  all  aspects  for 
your  trade. 

details  from;  olney  bros  ltd. 
jado  house, 
northbridge  road, 
berkhamsted,  herts.HP41EG. 

•S-  5417-9 


name  8  address 
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we're  in  business 

I 

seuuard  ptermacsyfcal 

Seward  Pharmaceutical,  Imberhorne  Lane,  East  Grinstead,  Sussex,  England  RH1 9  1 QX 
A  member  of  the  Medical  Division  of  UAC  International 

Telephone  our  Sales  Department  on  East  Grinstead  (0342)  21436/9 


